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Hi^hli^hts 


M<jntjuia"s  IX'partnicnt  of  Transportation  is 
ui^janlzctl  and  functioning.  Aeronautics.  Kail 
&  Traiisii.  I  li_nh\\a\  .s.  aixl  Motor  Carrier  Services 
Divisions,  together  with  an  admini.strative  divi- 
sion, all  report  to  the  Director's  Office. 

Congress  passed  a  new  federal  transporta- 
tion funding  law,  l.STK.A  (pronoiincetl  "ice 
tea" ).  The  six-year  authoriziition  act  is  regarded 
as  the  most  sweeping  change  in  the  surface 
transportation  program  since  the  interstate  era 
began  over  30  years  ago. 

Montana's  share  of  the  fimding  represents  a 
modest  increase  of  about  2  jiercent  over  the 
1986  level.  But  gi\en  the  no-growth  or  even 
negative  growth  likely  under  other  proposals 
that  were  before  Congress,  Montana  won  some 
ground. 

Wins  include  a  slightly  increased  share  of  the 
total  federal  highway  program  and  a  handful  of 
demonstration  projects. 

Perhaps  the  most  dramatic  change  resulting 
from  I.STIi\  is  the  restructuring  of  the  federal-aid 
highway  systems  and  funding  programs. 

I.STTA  eliminates  all  of  the  familiar  pro- 
gram.s — the  primar>',  secondary  and  urban  .sys- 
tems. It  replaces  them  with  a  National  Highway 
System  (NTLS)  and  a  flexible  block  grant  program 
cxilled  the  Surface  Transportation  Program  (STI^). 

Unless  Montana  and  other  rural  western 
states  are  able  to  modify  the  present  federal 
plan,  we  anticipate  Montana's  pennanent  NHS 
will  consist  of  the  interstate  system  and  only 
about  1,700  primary  system  miles.  This  repre- 
sents less  than  one-third  of  Montana's  former 
primars'  .sy.stem. 

Ten  percent  of  federal  Surface  Transporta- 
tion Funds  must  be  spent  on  items  which 
are  not  a  normal  part  of  a  basic  highway 
project.  These  activities  are  called  "Transporta- 
tion Knhancements."  The  majority  of  these 
fimds.  roughly  $5  million  per  year,  are  being 
alkxrated  to  IcK'al  governments  .so  that  they  .set 
the  priorities. 

Kligible  projects  include  pedestrian  and  bi- 
cycle facilities  as  well  as  landscaping,  cultural 
and  historic  enhancements. 
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A  major  state-funded  program  to  preserve 
deteriorating  pavements  on  Montana  s  sec- 
ondan  highways  is  planned.  This  program  is 
Ix'ing  tailed  "Save  Our  Secondaries"  and  is  de- 
scrilx'd  on  page  6. 

A  revenue  increase  equal  to  a  5  cent  incTease 
in  fuel  taxes  effeaive  July  1,  1993  and  an  addi- 
tional S  cent  increase  in  fuel  taxes  effectiNe  July 
1. 1994  is  necessar\'  to  maintain  Montana's  high- 
ways, match  a\ailable  federal  aid,  and  continue 
a  modest  state  construction  program. 

Local  maintenance  sections  were  the  sub- 
ject of  a  first-time-ever  review,  with  sub- 
stantial (and  understandable)  resistance  from 
communities  where  clo.sing  a  maintenance  sec- 
tion was  part  of  the  consideration. 

Tlie  stud)'  showed  ccmtinued  need  for  all  e.K- 
Lsting  facility'  locations.  But  improved  efficiency 
can  be  achie\ed  by  combining  responsibilities 
and  by  re\ising  .staffing.  Nine  maintenance  sec- 
tions vsere  con\ erted  to  Siitellite  operations  as  a 
result  of  the  study.  At  these  locatioas,  a  minimal 
pennanent  staff  is  supplemented  by  seasonal  or 
temporars'  employees. 

Service  to  the  trucking  industry  is  im- 
proved with  a  new  "one-stop"  program  for 

computerized  issuance  of  special  permits. 
Taicks  entering  Montana  can  arrange  for  [per- 
mits before  arriving;  the  actual  pemiit  is  i.ssued 
by  computer  at  the  first  weigh  station. 

A  major  new  effort  is  underway  to  provide 
more  rest  areas  on  .Montana  s  priman  high- 
way .system.  It's  de.scrilxrd  and  illustrated  on  a 
map  on  page  7. 


On  The  Cover.  Interstate  15  south  of  Dillon. 
Montanii's  intenlute  system  is  in  ivn- good  condition. 
Combined  with  our  lack  o/coiifiieslion.  our  interstate 
may  Ix'o'ne  of  the  real  pluses  Montana  takes  into  the 
tiivnty-Jirst  century.  (Lonie Stimac photo) 


Marvin  Dye, 

Director  of  Transportation 

Montana  Aeronautics  Board 

Joel  Fenger.  Chairman 
Joe  Attwood 
Leland  Ford 
Douglas  Freeman 
Howard  Gipe 
Greg  Mecklenburg 
Phillip  O.  Pederson 
Sharel  Stroh 
George  Tesknick 

Montana  Highway  Commission 

Dan  Huesti>.  (.Iiainn.in 
Roy  Duff 
Dennis  Shea 
Murray  Ehlers 
Ed  Smith 
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Letter  from  the  Director 

Uinu.itA  IS.  lW-> 


It's  a  pleasure  and  an  honor  to  be  seleaed  by 
Governor  Racicot  to  head  the  Montana  Depart- 
ment ofTransportation.  I  intend  to  fcxus  on  tlie 
quality  of  ser\ ices  our  agency  pro\ides  and 
make  sure  tlie  legislature's  intent  is  carried  out — 
that  this  be  a  true  transpcirtation  agency. 

.\IDT  is  just  o\era  year  old.  July  1.  1991,  the 
Department  of  Highways,  the  Aeronautics  and 
Rail  (>!;  Transit  Divisions  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce,  and  the  Motor  Fuels  Tax  Bureau  of 
the  Department  of  Re\enue  were  fomially  com- 
bined to  create  tlie  new  Montana  Department  of 
Transportation.  Reorganization  of  the  units  into 
the  new  stnicture  is  complete  and  the  staff  is 
working  to  identify  and  carry  out  programs  in- 
tended to  improve  transportation  in  Montana. 

Rapid  changes  in  transportiUion  are  occurring 
national!)-,  as  well  as  in  Montana.  A  new  federal 
surface  transportation  law  was  enacted  by  Con- 
gress in  December  of  1991  that  significantly 
alters  federal-aid  highway  fimding  and  systems. 
Approval  of  free  trade  agreements  w  ith  Canada 
and  Mexico  present  opportunities  and  chal- 
lenges as  well,  in  international  trade  and, 
therefore,  in  transportation. 

Montana  has  a  good  record  of  progress  in 
coastructing  highway  improvement  projects.  In 
addition.  impro\ing  customer  service  was  a  high 
priority  under  the  previous  admini.stration  and 
I  u  ill  continue  that  emphasis. 

The  department  and  the  admini.stration  are 
supporting  an  increase  in  fuel  taxes  and  that 
support  is  for  good  cause.  In  1993.  Montana 
begins  paying  $17  million  per  year  to  retire 
bonds  which  financed  the  majorir\'  of  the  .state 
financed  Reconstruction  Trust  Fund  Program 
carried  out  during  the  1980s.  And  it's  important 
we  take  advantage  of  the  available  federal-aid 
and  continue  the  transportaticjn  improwment 
program  at  its  current  level. 


Montana's  economy  will  grow  and  expand, 
but  only  if  we  have  the  infrasiaicture  in  place 
to  handle  that  expansion.  Transp(.)rtation  is  es- 
sential. .\nd  scj  I'm  eager  and  read)'  to  help  tlie 
department  and  the  state  meet  this  challenge. 
Wfe  all  play  a  role,  we're  all  involved  to  some  de- 
gree, and  I  look  forward  to  working  with  you 
and  the  citizens  of  our  state  on  the  important 
tasks  that  lie  ahead. 


Ij[(Ua^ 


Marv  in  Dye 

Director  of  Transportation 
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Management  Initiatives 

strategic  Plan 

In  order  id  develop  a  unified  vision  of 
Montana's  iraasponation  future  during  this  time 
of  state  and  federal  transition,  ^TD^  has  commit- 
ted to  a  strategic  planning  process. 

While  strategic  planning  has  been  used  ex- 
teasively  in  the  private  sector  since  the  1950s,  its 
use  in  public  agencies  is  more  recent.  Strategic 
planning  is  simpK'  a  process  that  will  establish 
a  future  direction  for  the  department  and  then 
develop  an  action  plan  to  move  in  that  direction. 

The  process  used  to  develop  MDTs  mission 
and  goals  included  a  survey  of  state  residents 
and  an  Advisory  Committee  from  a  broad  cross 
section  of  the  department's  customers. 

The  survev'  was  well  responded  to  across  the 
state.  As  a  result  of  our  survey  we  learned: 

•  "Safety"  and  "building  and  maintaining  a 
statewide  transp<5rtation  system"  should  be 
the  deparmieni's  top  two  priorities. 

•  MDT  should  not  "own  and  op)erate  transpor- 
tation systems"  or  "take  o\  er  local  road 
maintenance." 


Other  roles  for  the  department  important  to 
Montimans  include  consideration  of  the  envi- 
ronment, access  to  transportation  for  all 
Montanaas  and  efficient  movement  of  the  state's 
gcxxLs  and  prcxJut^s. 

A  surprising  survey  result  is  that  most 
Montanan's  don't  see  MDT  as  taking  a  leader- 
ship role  in  economic  development  or  tourism. 

Of  course  it  won't  Ix'  possible  to  achieve  the 
departments  goals  immediateh'.  but  the  aciion 
plan  adopted  in  Novemlier  is  a  gtxxl  Ix'ginning. 
0\  er  the  ne.xt  several  years  as  llie  plan  is  imple- 
mented, the  department  will  be  able  to 
demoastrate  an  increa.sed  level  of  accountabil- 
it\-  to  the  legislature  and  .Montana's  citizens. 

Computerized  Truck  Permits 

The  IWl  Legi-slature  autliorized  tlie  purchase 
of  computers  and  equipment  for  an  improved 
program  to  issue  spxxial  permits  to  trucks  enter- 
ing Montana. 

Fre\  ioasl>\  anyone  wanting  to  enter  Montana 
with  an  oversize  or  overweight  load  requiring  a 
special  pemiit  had  to  arrange  for  pavment  and 
pemiiLs  tlirough  the  nuil,  a  "fa.\"  or  other  meaas. 


Mission  Goals 


Ottr  Mission  is  to: 


SERVE  THE  PUBLIC  BY  ESTABLISHING  A  TRANSPORTATION  SYSTEM  THAT  EMPHASIZES 
SAFETY,  ENVIRONMENTAL  PRESERVATION  AND  COST-EFFECTIVENESS. 


Safety 


Emphasize  and  coordinate  safety  throughout 
the  transportation  system. 


Environment 


integrate  environmental  considerations  into  all 
department  plans,  designs  and  actions. 


Trcmsportatioi i  Efficiency 


Facilitate  the  efficient  movement  of  goods  and 
people  within  Montana. 


Accessibility 

Promote  cost-effective  accessibility  to 
transportation  for  all  Montanans. 


Performance 


Be  resourceful  and  strive  for  excellence  in 
organizational  effectiveness,  efficiency  and 
accountability. 


Employees 


Establish  a  work  environment  that  fosters 
employee  participation,  recognition  and 
accountability. 


Sen-ice  Orientation 


Establish  a  service  orientation  towards 
constituents,  customers  and  the  public  by 
txing  responsive,  informative  and  open  to 
outside  involvement. 
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But  a  new  (.( iTiipiuerized  .s\stem  linking  all  ( )t 
MDTs  weigh  stations  w  itli  hcacitiuartcrs  in  Hel- 
ena will  improve  service  by  allowing  a  taicker 
to  make  arrangements  in  advance.  Then  the 
I  lelena  office  issues  an  electronic  authorization 
inJomiing  weigh  station  personnel  the  truck  has 
tx'en  pre-approved  to  enter  the  state. 

When  the  truck  arrives  at  the  first  weigh 
station,  it's  checked  for  compliance  and  for 
satisfactory  payment  arrangements.  Once 
conflnned.  a  [X^nnit  is  issued  electronically  for 
ofx-rating  on  Montana  roads. 

With  this  program,  ever^'  scale  w  ill  have 
quick  and  easy  access  to  information  on  trucks 
with  valid  special  pemiits.  It  means  lietter  and 
more  efficient  enforcement,  as  well  as  imprcn  ed 
serv  ice  to  the  industry. 

Technical  Recruitment 

Failure  to  recruit  yoimg  civil  engineers  and 
other  highly  sjiecialized  technical  personnel  has 
been  a  problem  for  years.  To  address  it,  MDT 
received  special  approval  from  the  State  Person- 
nel Division  to  raise  certain  starting  salaries  to  a 
near-competitive  level,  .^sa  result,  in  1991  MDT 
was  able  to  recruit  19  civil  engineers  and  civil 
engineering  technicians;  thus  far  in  1992  we've 
recruited  13.  Nearly  all  of  these  recruits  are 
graduates  of  .Montana  colleges,  and  the  vast  ma- 
jority^ are  native  Montanans. 

Vi'e're  optimistic  we'll  Ix?  able  to  retain  a  rela- 
tively' high  percentage  of  the.se  young  people. 
Although  not  an  immediate  crisis,  our  ability  to 
continue  to  deliv  er  and  improve  transportation 
services  into  the  twenty-first  century  is  closely 
linked  to  the  numlxrand  quality  of  yt)ung  pro- 
fessional people  the  department  recruits  and 
retains. 

Maintenance  Section  Study 

An  in-tlcptli  siiid\  of  liigliw.iy  maintenance 
sections  v^•as  conducted  in  1991  to  improve  ef- 
ficiency by  increasing,  decreasing,  consolidiiting 
or  otherwise  changing  .sections  while  limiting 
adverse  effects  on  highway  maintenance,  safety, 
or  service  to  the  pulilic. 

Every  highway  maintenance  section  in  the 
state  was  reviewed  for  such  things  as  .section 
boundaries,  facilities,  equipment,  staffing  and 
general  necessity 

Tfie  study  indicated  that  w  hile  there's  a  neetl 
tor  all  existing  facility  kxations,  efficiency  could 


Ix-  impro\ed  by  combining  resp( risibilities  and 
res  ising  .starting  at  some  Uxations. 

Nine  -maintenance  sections  have  been  con- 
verted to  satellite  operations  as.  a  result.  The 
action  con.solidated  operational  sections  from 
132  to  123  and  increased  .satellite  Icxations — 
facilities  under  the  supervision  of  an  adjacent 
.section — from  4  to  13.  Satellites  are  oper.ited  on 
either  a  .seasonal  or  full-time  basis  with  minimal 
permanent  .staff  supplemented  by  .seasonal  or 
temporary  employees. 

During  the  conduct  of  the  .section  study, 
there  was  substantial  kxal  resistimce  from  com- 
munities where  consideration  was  given  to 
closing  a  maintenance  section. 


MDTivas  able  to  recruit  civil  engirieeiy — 
nearly  all  are  graduates  of  Montana  colleges 
and  the  majohty  native  Montanans  .  .  . 


Cost  Responsibility  Study 

The  1991  Legislature  mandated  that  MDT 
conduct  a  co.st  responsibility  study  to  ensure 
the  level  of  license  and  Gross  Vehicle  Weight 
(GVW)  fees  are  equitable  compared  to  all 
other  highway-using  vehicles.  This  .study  is 
now  complete. 


Malt  Gappei  of  Billings,  an 
MSI  'graduate  was  recniiled  in 
1991  to  work/orMDTasa  C.E. 
Specialist  II. 


Pa^e  5  n 


The  first  pan  of  the  study  indicates  the  total 
.  revenue  needed  to  support  tlie  highway  pro- 
gram is  insufficient.  How  ever,  proportionately, 
taicks  are  pa\ing  slightly  more  than  their  fair 
share,  and  automobiles  are  pa>  ing  slightly  less. 
We  plan  to  advocate  legislation  in  1993  to  cor- 
rect this  inetjuity. 

Part  two  of  the  stud\  addre.s.ses  the  \alidit)-  of 


Public  fomms  were  held  in  the  fall  of '92, 
the  first  steps  toward  a  more  proactive  public 
involvement  process.  . . 


,  Montanaits  itvre  inriled  to 
offer  their  "2C  itnrth"  on  a  Hide 
raiifie  of  issues  at  public fonims 
held  ill  16  cities  cicmss  the  state. 


We  need  your 
20  worth. 


The  Montana  Department  of  Transportation  won't  spend 
millions  on  roads,  rail  and  mass  transit  until  we  hear  from  you. 

WV  u.mi  [I.  iii\<>Kf  Mill  i-.iil\  in  pi.niiimi4  wIiltc  k-ilcr.il  .iinl 
stale  nuHicy  >?h.*?.  So  wc  wcfttMin;  your  panidpution  at  the  vip- 
coniinji  irja<ip(>rtatKffi  fcmim. 

Ojmc  and  sec  <Hir  pl;m,s  for  liighways.  nil.  air  irj\  t-l  and 
mass  iransit.  RtkI  oui  wIktv  ihe  money  comes  from  arxl  w  hea' 
il  goes.  Then  lell  ii>  if  we're  on  the  right  road. 

Vi'hetJier  \-ou'a-  inieresied  in  light  rail,  transit  or  just  want 
a  roLid  ciine  straightened,  we  want  to  Inrar  fnwi  you.  VChat 
projcxis  should  we  forget  about?  What  issues  should  we  l>e 
addressingi*  Vi'hich  nxids  and  hridge>  should  we  improve? 
Did  you  know  tlK-re's  nK>ne>  for  bikeways.  walkways,  stenit 
routes,  aa'lK-i>k>gi<.'al  tligs.  and  for  Ux-al  governments  to  luiy 
historic  properties-' 

Come  see.  hear  and  speak  up.  And  lie  sure  to  pick  up  a  free 
information  tx>oldet.  now  a\'ailaNeat  lix-al  liliraries.  nex^ispapiTv 
planning  offitv^  and  your  NHYf  IX^trict  t^ive 

Transportation  Forum 

M.  inJ.i\.   \ugu-.i  .M 
2:(10  p.m.  and  "^-.W  p.m.,  Hozeman  LilYUT>' 


JV/ 


the  current  fee  cla.s.ses  ( 16  percent  fanii,  SS  per- 
cent concrete  mixers,  7S  percent  logs).  It 
asse.s.ses  tlie  effect  of  a  fee  structure  ba.sed  .solel\ 
on  power  units.  In  addition,  it  sup|-K)rts  repeal- 
ing current  truck  trailer  fee  schedules  and 
substituting  a  (Xiv\  er  unit  only  fee  schedule. 

Facilities  Management 

In  support  of  its  major  transportation  func- 
tions, MDT  has  major  buildings  and  facilities  at 
approximately  150  sites  in  Montana.  These  facili- 
ties have  replacement  \  alue  in  excess  of  fifty 
million  tlollars. 

A  facilities  management  function  has  been 
implemented  at  the  Helena  head(|uarters.  This 
aai\ity  w ill: 

•  a.ssure  integrated  sy.stematit  iilanning  antl 
ranking  of  facility  investments 

•  improve  coordination  of  field  actions  with 
long-range  agency  plans 

•  reduce  cost  and  improve  the  utilil\  of  nev\' 
facilities 

•  reduce  cost  and  enhance  effeaiveness  of  re- 
habilitation and  repair  projects 

•  bring  greater  .sensiti\  it\  and  professionalism 
into  the  choices  MDT  makes  in  managing  its 
various  office  buildings,  maintenance  ga- 
rages, rest  areas,  and  other  facilities. 

Transportation  Forums. 

In  the  fall  of  1W2,  .\IDT  Ix'gan  conducting 
transportation  forums  throughout  Montana. 
W'liile  these  fonims  were  required  b\-  the  plan- 
ning pro\  isions  of  the  new  I.STE.\,  the 
department  al.so  u.sed  them  as  a  first  .step  in  a 
proacti\e  public  involvement  process.  These 
meetings  were  intended  to: 

•  pro\  ide  infomiation  on  the  programs  and  ser- 
\  ices  of  the  department 

•  share  infomiation  on  the  requirements  and 
programs  of  the  new  federal  act 

•  describe  upcoming  tmnsportation  projects 
and  gatJier  input  for  new  projects 

•  provide  an  opportunity  for  discussion  of 
Montana's  transpt)rtation  future. 

The  meetings  w  ere  attended  by  over  350 
.Montana  residents,  including  a  significant  num- 
Ix^r  of  liKal  and  state  decision  makers. 

One  thing  w  as  clear  at  all  the  sessions — how 
important  transportation  is  to  Montanans,  A  few 
of  the  comments  receixed: 

•  concerns  aliout  truck  traffic  in  some  corridors 
of  the  state 
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•  ihc  need  lor  more  rcsi  areas 

•  the  .safet\'  of  some  ItKations 

•  tlie  need  for  more  National  Highway  System 
routes  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state 

•  the  tlesirability  of  finding  ways  to  ivduce  con- 
gestion on  the  highwuN  s\  stem. 

All  the  comments  will  he  used  in  the 
ilepartment's  future  siatewitle  iransportation 
jilanning  prcxress. 

Program  Initiatives 

Save  Our  Secondaries 

l\\eiU\-nnK-  hundretl  miles  of  Montana's 
fort\-eigiil  hundred  mile  secondaiy  system  are 
pa\  eti.  Most  of  these  pavements  have  been  in 
service  foro\'er  20  years,  and  many  of  them  are 
in  serious  need  of  pavement  preservation  v\-ork. 
In  some  cases,  a  $20,(XX)-per-mile  seal  and  cover 
project  will  seal  the  surface  and  provide  another 
ten-plus  years  of  usable  life. 

In  many  cases,  however,  pavement  cracking 
and  water  infiltration  have  progressed  to  a  point 


where  a  thin  asphalt  overlay  followed  by  a  .seal 
and  co\er  at  an  average  cost  of  about  S56.(XX) 
per  mile  is  the  only  pnictical  measure.  In  gen- 
eral, it  is  n(M  practical  for  counties  to  u.se  the 
federal-aid  funds  they  receive  on  the.se  projects 
bec~ause  .so  much  of  the  money  is  diverted  to 
pay  for  items  such  as  slope  flattening,  briilge 
\\  idening.  and  guardrail  replacement. 

MDT  recommends  a  $1S  million-per-year 
SOS  program  aimed  at  preserving  the.se  older 
secondary  pavements  beginning  in  199.3.  The 
work  would  lie  paid  for  from  the  100  percent 
state-funded  Recfinstruction  Trust  Fund  and 
would  l")e  done  liy  competitive  bid  contract.  The 
Montana  As.sociation  of  Counties  has  fonnally 
endorsed  the  Save  Our  Secondaries  program. 

Costs  for  this  secondary  system  pavement 
preser\ation  work  were  not  included  in  pre\i- 
ous  MDT  needs  estimates — technically  the 
counties,  not  the  State  of  Montana,  are  respon- 
sible for  almost  all  secondary  system  mileage  in 
Montana. 


Sccoinlciry  l/ifihiniy  228 
heltveeii  ilighwooil  and  Great 
f'cills  itds  hiiill  hctween  1955 
III  id  1970.  '/hi'iMin'meiitheivis 
typical  of  the  secondary  high- 
way paremenls  which  could 
Itenefitfrom  the  "Satv  Our  Sec- 
ondaries" program.  (Eldon 
McNicol  photo) 


A  major  iietf  initiii- 
tiiv  is  heiiifi  itiuterlakeu 
to  proiiJe  add il tonal 
rest  areas  on  Montana  s 
primary  Highway  Sys- 
tem. Tu-enty  rest  areas 
are  contemplated  on  the 
primary- System  Eight  of 
these  will  be  neir  slate- 
ott'ned  facilities  and 
three  will  he  jointly  de- 
i  vioped  by  MDTand  the 
L  'S  Forest  Sen  'ice. 

For  the  other  nine. 
MDT  will  contrihtite  to- 
leard  the  cost  of  upgrad- 
ing an  appropriate  city 
park  readily  accessible 
from  one  of  Montana  s 
primary  highways. 


Rest  Area  Program 

A  major  nev^'  initiative  Ls  being  undertaken  la 
provide  additional  rest  areas  on  Montana's  pri- 
mary Highway  system.  Additional  rest  are-as  will 
improve  service  and  improve  tlie  impression  we 
make  on  tourists  traveling  our  highways. 

The  new  initiative  ccintemplates  adding  20 
rest  areas  on  the  primary'  system.  Eight  of  these 
will  be  new  state-owned  facilities  and  three  are 
planned  to  be  jointly  developed  by  MDT  and 
tlie  US  Forest  Service. 

Locations  like  the  Thompson  Lake  area  on 
US  2,  US  93  near  Elmo,  US  87/89  at  Armington 
Junction  (imderconstaiction).  L'S  191  near  Big 
Sk\'.  and  .\IT  2U0  near  Winnet  and  Sidne>'  are 
examples  where  the  department  is  developing 
plans  for  the  constniction  of  new  rest  areas. 

To  save  money  and  maintenance  costs,  the 
department  hopes  to  create  the  remaining 
nine  under  the  "City  Park  Rest  Area"  program. 
MDT  will  contribute  toward  the  cost  of  up- 
grading cit>-  parks  w  iiich  are  readily  accessible 
from  one  of  Montana's  primary  highways.  In 
return,  cities  would  agree  to  maintain  and  po- 
lice the  park  and  allow  highway  rest  area-type 
use  of  the  facilities. 

The  Cit>'  Park  Rest  Area  program  benefits  the 
state  by  placing  more  rest  areas  along  our  pri- 


mar>  highways  at  substantially  reduced  con- 
struction and  maintenance  costs.  At  the  same 
time,  local  tximmunities  benefit  as  a  result  of 
tourusLs  .staying  longer  in  their  area,  as  well  as  in 
Montana. 

The  department  has  contracted  with  sL\  cx)m- 
munities  to  develop  their  city  parks  to  also 
function  as  highway  rest  stops.  By  next  summer, 
motorists  will  see  projects  completed  in  Chester. 
Fort  Belknap.  Malta,  Plenty-wood.  Harlowlon 
and  Twin  Bridges.  If  state  fimding  for  the  Citv 
Park  Rest  .-Vrea  prognim  is  appro\  ed  h\  the  53rd 
Legislature,  MDT  plaas  to  continue  negotiations 
v\  ith  several  other  Montana  cities. 

Motorist  Information  Sign  Program 

Crcw.s  in.^ullcd  (he  lir.st  of  a  .scries  of  com- 
mercial .service  markers  at  tlie  Lockwocxl  exit  on 
the  east  side  of  Billings  April  27,  1992. 

Tile  liright  logos  of  gas.  food,  lodging  and 
c-amping  busines.ses  infomi  motorists  where  to 
exit  tlie  higliway  and  how  to  find  services.  Mon- 
tana joins  .several  other  western  states  which 
recently  adopted  the  sign  program. 

Tlie  new  signs  are  meant  to  relie\e  traveler 
confusion  and  help  direct  traffic  to  Icx-al  business 
zones.  Vi'hile  .some  of  the  advertising  space  is 
used  bv  national-brand  franchi.ses,  k)cal  and 


Montana  Rest  Areas 


9m^  Rest  Area 
in  place 

«•♦  Planned 


«a?  New  Pnmary 

System  Rest  Area 
Approved  by  Highway 
Commission 


«rf  City  Park  Rest  Area 

completed  or  under  contract 
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regional  service  businesses  are  also  taking  ail- 
\antage  of  the  prominent  exposure  available 
through  the  new  medium. 

The  19H9  Legislature  approwd  the  program, 
but  the  new  signs  were  held  up  during  resolu- 
tion o(  protests  by  losing  bidders  for  the  sign 
franchise. 

Since  April,  over  300  logo  spaces  have  lieen 
-assigned  to  businesses. 

Adopt  A  Highway  Program 

Montana's  roadsides  are  cleaner  as  a  result  of 
a  Ndlunteer  litter  cleanup  program  that  com- 
menced in  the  spring  of  1992.  The  Adopt  A 
Highway  program  debuted  in  Montana  with  a 
fomial  kick-otTby  Governor  Stephens  on  Earth 
Day.  April  22. 

The  program  was  a  big  success  in  its  first 
season,  with  nearly  1200  miles  of  highway 
adopted  by  o\er  SOD  groups.  They  range  from 
individuals  and  families  to  employee  groups  and 
ci\ic  organizations. 

The  program  is  modcleci  after  programs  in 
neighl"x)ring  states  wliich.  in  turn,  were  mcxJeled 
after  a  program  started  in  19H5  in  Texas.  Volun- 
teer groups  agree  to  remove  litter  from  the 
roadside  at  least  three  times  each  year  on  a  two- 
mile  section  of  road.  Signs  are  erected  showing 
who's  adopting  the  section.  .MDT  jinnicles 
safety  vests  and  bags  and  dispenses  of  the  bags 
once  the\'re  filled  \\ ith  trash. 


ISTEA 


Funding  under  ISTEA 

ISTEA — the  federal  Intermodal  Surface 
Transportation  Efficiency  Act  of  1991 — autho- 
rizes increa.ses  over  a  sLx-year  perioc!  to  most 
highway  and  transit  programs. 

Tlie.se  legislated  incTea.ses  were  to  be  funded 
by  extending  a  federal  fuel  tax  and  reducing  the 
balance  in  the  federal  trust  fund.  However,  ac- 
tual intTea.ses  are  uncertain,  as  die  amount  states 
actually  receive  continues  to  Ix"  tied  tobudget 
ceilings  designed  to  lower  the  federal  deficit. 

For  example,  in  Fi.scal  Year  '9.^,  the  act  autho- 
rizes alxjut  S169  million  for  .Montana,  but  it  now 
appears  .Montana  will  only  Ix;  able  to  spend 
al>out  .$1.%  million,  less  than  the  VY  '92  level. 

Because  for  many  years  liefore  ISTEA  passed 
funtling  tlitln't  keep  pace  with  inflation,  real  pro 
gram  growth  is  only  moderate.  Forexahiple,  in 


Fisail  'Year  '92.  Montana's  obligation  le\el  was 
.set  at  $15-1  million,  an  increa.se  of  alxjut  2  per- 
cent over  the  1986  le\el  when  adjusted  for 
inflation  (agaiast  the  consumer  price  index). 

The  nev\-  act  aLso  directs  at  least  6  jxircent  of 
the  highway  appropriations  toward  non-basic 
programs  including  the  Transportation  En- 
hancements and  Congestion  Mitigation  and  Air 
Quality  programs.  Considering  the  diversion  of 
these  funds,  actual  available  con.stniction  fimds 
will  be  less  than  the  1986  level  after  inflaticjn. 

Even  thtiugh  federal  program  growth  can 
best  be  described  as  nK)derate,  given  the  no- 
growth  or  even  negative  growth  that  would 
have  resulted  from  .some  of  the  other  proposals 
before  Congress  during  reauthorization,  Mon- 
tana did  win  some  ground  in  the  new  act,  Our 
wins  include  a  slightly  increased  share  of  the 


Ah/nlciiia  .<  roadsides  are 
cleaner  as  a  result  of  a  roliiii- 
leer  litter  cleanup pruf>rani  thai 
commenced  in  the  spring  of 
1992.  The  Adopt  A  Highway 
prt)j>ram  debuted  uith  a  formal 
kick-off  hy  Governor  Stephens 
on  liarlh  Day.  April  22 

'Ihe pnjfiram  itas a  hij> suc- 
cess in  its  first  season,  tvith 
nearly  I2()()  miles  of  Montana 
highway  adopted  hy  over  500 
groups.  (Gene  Fischer  photo, 
Helena  Inclependeni  Record) 
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total  federal  highway  program  ami  a  few  tlem- 
onstration  projects. 

ISTEA  also  increased  funding  for  most  pulv 
lie  transit  programs.  Other  legislation  which  was 
recently  passed  will  continue  the  e.ssential  air 
service  program,  but  will  nearly  eliminate  the 
federal  local  rail  assistance  program. 


Local  governments  will  select  projects  and 
determine ptionties  for  about  $5  million 
ivorth  of  enhancement  projects  annually . 


National  Highway  System 

Perhaps  the  iiio.si  dramatic  change  resulting 
from  ISTEA  Ls  the  restruauring  of  the  federal-aid 
highway  systems  and  funding  programs. 

For  the  past  30  plus  years,  federal-aid  high- 
way fimding  has  lx?en  allocated  to  the  interstate, 
primary,  secondary  and  urban  systems.  The 
corresponding  fimding  programs  for  these  sys- 
tems were  administered  through  fairly  rigid 
federal  regulations.  But  the  new  ISTEA  elimi- 
nates all  familiar  programs  except  the  interstate. 

The  primarv'.  secondan.'  and  uriian  systems 
have  l-)een  replaced  with  two:  the  National  Higli- 
way  System  (NHS)  and  a  ver>'  flexible  block 
grant  program  called  the  Surface  Transportation 
Program. 

Unless  Montana  and  other  rural  western 
states  are  able  to  modify  the  present  federal 
plan,  we  anticipate  Montana's  pennanent  NHS 
will  consist  of  the  Interstate  system  and  only 
about  1,700  miles,  less  than  1/3,  of  Montana's 
fomier  primary  .system  miles. 

The  new  NHS  is  expected  to  Ix'  the  federal 
government  s  highe.st  priority  in  the  coming 
decades.  And,  since  federal  funding  is  expected 
to  be  adequate  for  the  needs  of  this  .system. 
Montana  w ill  iTenelit  o\er the  long  temi  by  ha\- 
ing  as  many  miles  as  possible  on  tills  new  "super 
system. "  Rcxids  on  this  system  will  cost  more  per 
mile  though,  as  these  routes  must  be  built  to 
higher  design  standards. 

Enhancement  Funds 

ISTEA  requires  each  state  to  spend  10  percent 
of  federal  Surface  Transportation  Prognini  fimcLs 
on  a  program  c-alled  Transportation  Enhance- 
ments. These  funds  ciinnot  be  sf>ent  on  vsork 
which  is  a  nomial  part  of  highway  projects. 


Congress  listed  ten  specific  eligible  activities. 
The  list  includes  pedestrian  bicycle  facilities, 
landscaping,  and  cultural  and  hi.storic  enhance- 
ments. I'rc  )ject.s  miLst  exceed  the  n(  )mial  acti\  ities 
included  in  developing  highway  projects  and 
must  be  linked  to  the  transportation  system. 

0\  er  tlie  sL\-\ear  life  of  ISTEA.  we  expect  S30 
to  S35  million  in  federal  iraasportation  enhance- 
ment funding  to  be  a\ailable  to  .Montana. 

MDT  plaas  to  retain  about  $1  million  per  year 
for  pn)grams  w  hich  the  deparmient  administers. 
The  remaining  S5  million  per  year  w  ill  Ix^  allo- 
cated on  a  per-capita  basis  to  Montana's 
counties  and  incorporated  municipalities  of 
1,000  or  more  population. 

These  fiinds  w ill  be  made  available  to  local 
governments  in  a  program  modeled  on  the  old 
secondary-  program  w here  kxal  go\emments 
set  the  priorities.  The  department  ccK)perated 
w  itli  the  Montana  Association  of  Counties  and 
the  League  of  Cities  and  Towns  in  designing  this 
program.  "We  feel  strongly  that  Mtintana's  citi- 
zens and  their  local  gov  emments  are  in  the  l^st 
position  to  determine  their  priorities  and  to  se- 
lect projects  which  are  most  beneficial  to  their 
comimmities. 

Transportation  Planning 

The  new  Federal  Transportation  Program, 
ISTEA,  places  substantial  new  emphasis  on 
transportation  planning  and  c(X)rdination.  For 
example,  iliere  are  e.xlensix  e  new  planning  pro- 
cedures including  six  new  management  sy.stems 
that  identif\-  tr.ins[X)rtation  ncvds.  Tlie  results  of 
these  systems  w ill  Ix  linked,  along  with  other 
considerations,  to  a  statewide  transportation 
plan.  And,  the  plan  itself  must  be  linked  to  the 
state's  con.struction  program. 

There  are  also  new  requirements  for  public 
involvement  and  coordinated  transportation 
planning  Ixtween  federal  and  .state  transporta- 
tion agencies  and  state  and  loc-al  governments. 

Air  quality'  is  one  of  the  areas  that  requires 
close  coordination  under  the  new  federal  act. 
ISTEA  links  transportation  planning  and  pro 
gramming  to  targets  in  earlier  Clean  .\ir 
legislation.  It  sets  aside  nearly  S5  million  per  year 
for  projects  to  help  mo\e  Montana's  non-attain- 
ment areas  into  compliance  with  ambient  air 
qualit\-  .standards. 

Currently,  Missoula  does  not  meet  ambient 
air  qiialirv'  .standards  for  carbon  monoxide  and 
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ten  coiniminities  do  not  nitft  federal  stantlards 
for  dust.  Once  these  areas  are  classified  as  Ix'- 
ing  in  attainment,  the  funds  can  Ix*  transferred 
to  the  Surface  TransfXJrtation  i^rogram  anti  useil 
to  address  statewide  transportation  neetls. 

While  the  new  federal  program  requires 
statewide  transportation  planning  to  consider 
the  needs  and  the  inter-a-laiionship  of  all  inixJes 
of  trans[X)rtation.  tlie  new  federal  program  dcx's 
not  le\  el  the  playing  field  for  funding  between 
the  different  nuKles.  Con.sequenlly.  most  of  the 
federal  and  state  transportation  program  dollars 
will  continue  to  be  spent  for  programs  and 
projects  individual  mcKkil  units  curried  out  in  the 
past.  This  includes  fimds  spent  on  aeronautics 
programs,  railway  rehabilitation,  transit  and 
highway  improvement  projects. 

In  the  future.  hcnve\  er.  MDT  will  be  aggres- 
si\e  in  planning  and  implementing  inno\ati\e 
traasportation  projeas  to  make  better  use  of  all 
our  transportation  modes.  Tlie  end  goal  is  to 
provide  Montana  with  more  efficient  and  less 
costly  transportation  for  the  movement  of 
fHfople  and  goods. 

Scenic  Byways  Planning 

Montana  v\  as  awarded  a  U.S.  Department  of 
Transportation  grant  in  Septemljer  to  plan  and 
design  a  state  scenic  b\"v\ays  program. 


The  grant  will  Ix-  used  to  evaluate  the  feasi- 
bility of  a  .scenic  byway  .sy.stem  for  Montana,  as 
well  as  the  wide  range  of  issues  imp<irtant  to 
develojiing  a  workable  program.  Tlie  grant  Ls  for 
about  S  165.000. 

Selection  criteria  is  one  important  issue  that 
v\ill  lie  looked  at  under  the  study.  Other  i.ssues 
include; 

•  the  need  for  new  facilities  and  related  costs, 

•  the  need  for  route  impRivements,  since  many 
routes  considered  scenic  are  .still  narrow, 
iwolane  roads  that  ma)'  not  easily  accommo- 
date increased  traffic 

•  outdcxor  advertising  control,  especially  .strict 
limits  placed  on  advertising  along  scenic 
routes  under  federal  law  and  related  imi:)li- 
cations 

•  infomiational  and  directional  signs  and  their 
related  costs. 

Designating  state  scenic  byways  can  help  the 
state  and  local  communities  encourage  tourism 
and  highlight  les.ser-traveled  routes  that  offer 
outstanding  opportunities  for  sightseers  and 
other  visitors. 

The  department  will  be  working  with  an 
advisory  committee  of  priv  ate  and  public  inter- 
ests and  the  study  is  expected  to  be  completed 
bv  late  1993. 


Montana's  Proposed  National  Highway  System 


The  National  High- 
way System  for  Moiitana 
approved  hy  the  High- 
way Commission  ex- 
ceeds federal  guidelines 
l>y  nearly  I4(X)  miles.  So 
it  maylx'an  uphill  Ixittle 
to  get  this  entire  system 
approied.  Final  desig- 
nations Hill  come  from 
Congn'ss  in  the  '<)-y  -  o^ 
hienniiim 
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Major  Legislative  Recommendations 

ISTCA  allows  eacli  suite  the  fle.\ibilit\-  to  re- 
shape the  systems,  other  than  the  National 
High\\a\'  System,  in  tlie  manner  which  it  feels 
ix-st  meets  its  individual  needs.  Therefore,  v\e 
Montanans  will  hav  e  a  much  greater  voice  over 
all  of  the  .systems  and  the  fimding  included  in 


Montanans  will  have  a  much  greater  mice 
owr  the  systems  and  the  funding  included  in 
the  federal  Surface  Trajisponation  Program. 


Hiimlrects  of  inick  trailers 
are  transferred  each  month 
from  rail  to  highiixiyforfiiilher 
transport  into  Canada.  This 
Shelby  facility  at  the  intersec- 
tion of  I S  2  and  1 1 5  continues 
to  reduce  overall  transporta- 
tion costs  and  enhance  inter- 
national trade.  (Photo  John 
Kat'anaugh.  Shelby  Promoter) 


the  federal  Surface  Transportation  Program.  (In 
the  lc:)ng  run.  we  can  probably  expect  to  also 
shoulder  a  relati\ely  larger  share  of  the  burden 
for  noft-NH.S  sy.stem  highways. ) 

MDT  and  tlie  Montana  Highway  Q)mmission 
have  worked  with  this  issue  since  pa.ssage  of 
ISTEA.  We  feel  the  lx.'st  course  of  action  ncm  Is 
to  retain  tlie  present  secondary,  urban,  and  nc:)n- 
NHS  primar\'  systems  without  radical  change 
and  \o  re-designate  them  as  "Montana"  or  "State" 
systems.  Federal  funding  for  these  systems 
would  come  from  tlie  federal  Surface  Traaspor- 
tation  Program;  .state  funds  would  come  from 
MDT  .sources. 


The  present  statutcjry  proce.s,ses.  which  de- 
fine how  primary'  fimds  are  di.stributed  among 
the  financial  districts  and  how  secondary  funds 
are  di.stributed  among  the  coimties.  would  Ix'  re- 
tained as  v\ell. 

Regarding  the  urban  sy.stem.  it's  unclear  how 
the  new  federal  Congestion  Management  and 
Air  Quality  funds  can  he  meshed  into  urtxm  .sy.s- 
tem fimding.  In  general,  we  e.xpect  to  continue 
to  sup|Xirt  the  distribution  of  urlian  fimding  to 
cities  (ner  S.(XK)  on  a  p)er-capita  basis. 

We  propxxse  to  eliminate  tlie  short-temi  over- 
ain  limitations  w  hich  now  apply  to  the  primary 
and  .secondary  systems.  The  urlian  .system  has 
operated  successfully  for  over  20  years  without 
a  statutory  overrun  limitation  and  without  seri- 
ous difiiculties.  We  feel  this  change  will  a.ssure 
a  fair  share  to  each  recipient  over  the  long  mn. 
It  should  also  avcjid  the  inefficiencies  in  the  use 
of  construction  funds  and  engineering  man- 
power inherent  in  the  present  primary  and 
.secc:)nclary  systems  financial  district  laws. 

We  w  ill  Ix-  recommending  a  package  of  leg- 
islative changes,  including  the  system  and 
funding  changes  outlined  alxive. 

Intemiockil  Activity 

A  major  reason  for  creating  a  Department  of 
Transportation  in  .Montana  was  to  facilitate  the 
coordination  of  all  the  transportation  mcxJes  to 
work  together  Ix'tter,  providing  Montana  willi 
the  best  transportation  system  at  the  lowest 
possible  cost.  Following  are  e.xamples  of  MDT 
intemKKlal  activities: 

MDT  assisted  in  planning  and  construction 
of  a  Bulk  Commodities  Transload  facility 
adjacent  to  the  Burlington  Northern  main- 
line &  1 15  at  Shelby.  This  is  the  first  piiase  of 
a  planned  truck-rail  transfer  facility  expected  to 
reduce  transportation  co.sls  and  enhance  inter- 
national trade. 

MDT  is  working  with  Missoula  County  and 
the  City  of  MLssoula  to  add  an  interchange 

on  1 90  west  of  llie  city  and  directly  opposite  the 
Missoula  International  Airport.  Tlie  project  has 
been  apprcn  ed  and  design  work  is  starting. 

Montana's  congressional  delegation  secoired 
special  demonstration  funding  for  the  project. 
The  interchange  w  ill  provide  direct  freeway 
access  to  the  important  commercial  and  US  For- 
est Service  facilities  located  near  the  airport. 
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MDT  has  provided  federal  funding  for  the 
upgrade  and  improvement  of  the  Montana 
Rail  Link  branchline  l>et\veen  Poison  and 
DLxon.  'Ihi>  moil.il  improvement  to  tlie  L'S  Hijjh- 
way  93  conidor  will  improve  and  sustain  freight 
hauling  altematives  \\  ithin  the  extremely  con- 
gested corridor. 

MDT  participated  with  IcKal,  state  and  fed- 
eral governments  in  converting  former 
railroad  right-of-way  into  the  River's  Edge 
Trail.  This  hikeway  pedestrian  walkway  is  a 
IcKalh'  popular  and  high-profile  facility  located 
along  the  Missouri  Ri\er  in  Great  Falls.  The  trail 
prcnides  a  corridor  for  non-iiK  rtorized  transpor- 
tation. In  addition,  it  enhances  the  historical, 
cultural  and  recreational  aspects  along  the  Mi.s- 
souri  River's  shoreline  bervv'een  10th  Avenue 
South  and  the  Giant  Springs  State  Park  area. 

Maintenance  activities  on  state-maintained 
rural  airports  are  being  shifted  to  highway 
maintenance  crews  located  near  the  aiq-)oit. 
Formerly,  these  activities  were  handled  from 
Helena  by  Aeronautics  Division  maintenance 
-{X'rsonnel. 

Challenges  and  Issues 

Revenue  Increase 

If  Montana  is  to  continue  to  match  the  fed- 
eral-aid money  made  available  under  ISTEA  and 
continue  the  current  highway  program,  a  rev- 
enue increase  equal  to  a  5  cent  increase  in  fuel 
taxes  efTective  July  1,1993  and  an  additional  5 
cent  increa.se  in  fuel  taxes  effective  July  1,  1994 
is  necessary.  A  substantial  part  of  the  Montana 
highway  program  during  the  late  1980s  and 
early  90s  vA-as  financed  by  u.se  of  proceeds  of  a 
S150  million  bond  .sale.  This  cash  balance  will 
\ie  gone  in  1994. 

Principal  and  interest  payments  on  the  1987 
bonds  currently  require  approximately  $17  mil- 
lion per  year.  A  major  fuel  tax  increase  in  1987 
raised  Montana's  tax  to  20  cents  per  gallon.  At 
that  time,  Montana's  tax  was  one  of  the  highest 
in  the  nation;  t<Klay.  Montana  ranks  aliout  in  the 
middle  of  the  50  states. 

Trade  Corridors. 

The  free  trade  agreements  with  Canada  anti 
Mexico  could  result  in  substantial  shifts  in  inter- 
national trade  and  transportation  demand. 

ISTEA  places  additional  emphasis  on  irans- 


|X)rtation  to  .serve  international  trade  corridors 
and  international  border  crossings.  Montana 
apfjcars  to  be  well-situated  with  regard  to  pos- 
sible increased  trade  with  Canada.  MDT. 
together  with  the  Montana  Department  of 
Commerce,  University  of  Montana,  and  the 
Governor's  Office  has  Ixx-n  involvetl  in  activi- 
ties which  would  promote  north-south  trade 
corridors  through  Montana  to  Calgary  and 
Edmonton,  All'>erta. 

The  promotion  of  international  agreements 
to  facilitate  the  North  American  Trade  Agree- 
ments will  require  standardization  of 
transportation  regulation.  In  that  spirit,  MDT  has 
established  a  demonstration  .segment  on  I  15 
between  Shelby  and  the  Sweetgra.ss-Coutts, 
Alberta  border  crossing.  This  demon.stnition  will 
te.st  the  compatibility  of  US  highway  design  to 
Canadian' vehicle  size  and  weight.  And  such 
regulator^'  flexibility,  in  turn,  is  an  important  part 
of  the  effort  to  link  transportation  networks  be- 
tAveen  the  three  North  .Xmerican  nations. 

Asphalt  Pavements 

Tile  duraiiilit)'  of  as|3haltic  cement  pavements 
is  a  continuing  problem  in  Montana,  as  it  is  to 
some  degree  across  the  nation. 

Montana's  temperature  variations  are  more 
severe  than  in  nearly  every  other  state.  Our 
pavement  must  be  able  to  withstand  tempera- 
ture variations  from  -50  degrees  Fahrenheit  to 


Matching  federal-aid  available  under  ISTEA 
and  continuing  the  cwrent  highway  program 
will  require  a  revenue  increase  .  .  . 


135  degrees  Fahrenheit.  If  they're  made  stiff 
enough  to  withstand  the  high  temperatures 
without  rutting,  they  crack  .severely.  If  soft 
enough  to  avoid  extensive  cracking,  they  nit. 
Rutting  and  cracking  both  cause  premature 
pavement  failure. 

There's  general  consensus  the  quality  of  as- 
phaltic  cement  has  decreased  while  traffic 
volumes  and  size  of  loads  continue  t( )  increase. 
In  order  to  find  ways  to  increase  the  life  and 
quality  of  pavements,  we  must  maintain  a  .sub- 
stantial research  and  experimental  program. 
Correcting  these  problems  vv  ill  Ix-  expensive. 
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As  uv  convert  to  the  metric 
swteni.  uv'll  II:  fact 

this  <jxil  oil  ( >  jtist 

six  miles fnini  cn-iti  i-ulLy — it's 
also  ten  kilometers.  (EUlon 
McNicolpboto) 


Contracting  on  Indian  Reservations 

Se\  eial  trilies  w  iiliin  the  state  hiiv  e  developed 
the  Trilral  Employment  Referral  Office  in  an  ef- 
fort to  miLximize  Nati\e  American  employment 
and  olMain  all  possiiiie  benefit's  for  Native  Ameri- 
cans. Tlie  state  and  its  contractors  are  expected 
to  meet  rec)iiirements  esuiblished  by  the  trilx\s. 

Some  trilxjs  insist  tiie  department  implement 
their  bidder  preference  regulations.  But  the  ef- 
fect of  implementing  them  would,  in  some 
circumstances,  be  to  eliminate  or  reduce  com- 
petitive bidding.  Tliis  would  result  in  increa.sed 
costs  for  the  highway  construaion  projects. 

MDT  has  lieen  attempting  to  develop  contract 
agreements  v\ith  the  \arious  tribes  to  overcome 
these  problems,  but  v\ith  limited  success. 

MDT  and  the  commission  are  reluclant  to  en- 
ter into  contracts  for  highway  construction 
projects  \\  ithout  competitiv  e  bidding  liecxiuse  of 
the  increased  cost  for  the  work.  To  do  so  would 
result  in  less  funds  for  other  badly  needed 
projects.  Unless  a  mutually  acceptable  .solution 
can  be  found.  man>-  projects  on  Indian  reserva- 
tions will  be  delav'ed. 

Fuel  Tax  and  Indian  Tribes 

The  1991  Legislature  directed  the  depart- 
ment to  negotiate  with  trit>al  governments  on 
the  seven  Montana  Indian  Re.servations  to  re- 
fund ga.soline  motor  fuel  taxes.  This  legislation 
attempts  to  avoid  costly  and  time  consuming 
litigation  concerning  the  state's  abilirv-  to  im- 


pose fuel  taxes  on  enrolled  memlx'rs  living  on 
a  reservation. 

The  Department  of  Transportation  and  the 
Department  of  Revenue  have  entered  into  ne- 
gotiations with  tribal  gt)vernments  as  a 
"package"  of  motor  fuel  tax  refunds,  alcohol  tax 
refunds  and  cigarette  quotas.  Tlie  appropriate 
depurtment  director  has  the  autlu)rit\'  to  approve 
the  agreements  and  the  Attorney  General  re- 
views and  approv  es  the  agreements  for  legal 
content  onlv'.  Tlie  Legislative  Revenue  Oversight 
Committee  rev  ievvs  the  agreements. 

As  of  the  end  of  Oaober  1992.  the  Depart- 
ment of  Transportation  has  approved  agree- 
ments with  the  Fort  Peck  Assinilxiine  Sioux 
Reserv  ation  and  tlie  Rocky  Boy  Chippewa/  Cree 
Reservation.  The  deparuiient  also  reached  a  ten- 
tative  agreement  with  the  Crow  Reservation. 
The  department  has  held  preliminarv'  discus- 
sions vv  ith  the  Blackfeet,  Flathead  and  Fort 
Belknap  Reservations. 

Metrication 

federal  Livv  dictates  that  the  measurements 
used  in  the  federal-aid  highvv  aV  pn>gram  be  cx^n- 
verted  to  the  metric  system  by  19%.  Because  of 
the  lead  time  a-quired  to  complete  sunevs  and 
designs,  many  of  the  lS>9t)  projects  are  nov\  Ix-- 
ing  worked  on.  For  this  reason.  MDT  is  begin- 
ning the  process  of  conv  erting  to  the  metric  sys- 
tem. Our  estimates  project  the  cost  of  the  initial 
conversion  is  in  the  range  of  S 10  to  S 15  million. 
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Financing  MDT 

\\  Dfk  on  Montana's  liigln\a\.s  i.s  tunclcci  pri- 
maril\'  by  taxes  on  gasoline  and  cliesel  (see 
graph,  below).  Diversion  of  state  revenues, 
meeting  new  federal  mandates  under  ISTEA, 
and  compliance  with  new  federal  legislation  arc- 
eroding  our  ability  to  "put  the  dollars  on  the 
road."  Tcxiay,  only  about  60  cents  of  each  Mon- 
tana fuel  tax  dollar  is  a\'ailable  to  fund  current 
highw  ay  v\ork. 

Implementation  of  1S)91  state  legislation  re- 
quiring refunds  to  Indian  tribes  for  gasoline  sold 
on  reservations  \\ill  decrease  the  percentage 
even  further.  Ber^veen  half  a  million  and  a  mil- 
lion dollars  is  expected  to  be  spent  on  the 
refunds  in  1993;  we  expect  this  amount  to  in- 
crease to  more  than  $3  million  per  year  once 
agreements  are  concluded  witli  all  of  Montana's 
tribal  governments. 

Significant  amounts  of  the  federal  funding 
pro\ided  by  ISTE,^  are  required  to  Ix-  spent  on 
enhancements  (see  page  10)  and  other  activities 
which  do  not  contribute  signific~antly  to  meeting 
Montima's  transportation  needs. 

The  1991  Clean  Air  Act  and  the  Americans 
v\  ith  Disabilities  Act  are  examples  of  recent  fed- 
eral legislation  which  significantly  impact 
delixery  of  our  highway  program  in  Montana. 
Compliance  with  each  of  these  major  nev\-  laws 
will  di\ert  millions  of  dollars  and  iht^usands  of 
man  hours  from  the  task  of  meeting  Montana's 
basic  transportation  needs. 

Highway  Construction  and  Maintenance 

The  graph  titled  Highway  Special  Revenue 
Account  illustrates  sources  of  .state  revenue  for 
Montana's  highway  program.  Approximately 
$4.5  million  in  coal  severance  tax  revenues  for 
Fiscal  Year  '93  were  diverted  by  the  first  special 
.se.ssion  of  the  52nd  Legislature.  The  second  spe- 
cial session  of  the  52nd  Legislature  implemented 
a  7  percent  surcharge  on  existing  taxes  which 
will  net  the  department  a  total  of  approximately 
S9  million  during  the  two-year  period  encom- 
pa.ssing  Fiscal  Years  '93  and  '94. 

The  federal-aid  highw  ay  program  operates 
on  a  reimbursement  basis.  MDT  must  fund  con- 
struction co,sts  prior  to  federal  reimbursement. 
At  a  minimum,  a  sufficient  cash  flow  must  Ix' 
maintained  to  meet  the  advance  funding  re- 
quirements and  match  future  federal  funding. 


Exp>enditures  w  ere  predicted  to  exceed  rev- 
enues by  S20  to  S50  million  in  each  of  the  next 
.several  years  at  the  current  le\'el  of  services.  With 
the  additional  increa.ses  in  highway  con.strutlion 
and  maintenance  mentioned  above,  expendi- 
tures are  predicted  to  exceed  revenues  by  $30  to 
$40  million  per  year  during  that  period. 

At  tliat  rate,  the  c-ash  balance  will  reach  a  mini- 
mum level  for  paident  management,  aliout  $20 
million,  at  tiie  end  of  FY  '94.  The  department 
believes  additional  revenue  equal  to  a  5  cent  in- 
crea.se  in  fuel  taxes  effective  July  1, 1993  and  an 
additional  5  cent  increa.se  in  fuel  taxes  effective 
July  1 ,  1994  is  necessary  to  maintain  the  program 
and  additional  requirements  being  demanded. 

State-funded  Program 

The  i8th  Legi.slaiurc  originally  addressed  the 
inability  of  the  federal-aid  program  to  meet 
Montana's  highw  ay  iransportiition  needs  by  cre- 
ating the  Recon.staiction  Trust  Fund  (RTF).  An 
annual  $40  million  program  was  authorized  for 
ten  years,  but  it  was  never  funded  at  that  level. 
RTF  spending  averaged  about  $20  million  from 
1983  to  1992. 


Highway  Special  Revenue  Account 

(State  Funds) 


1993  Projected  Revenues 

.■\ccts.  Receiv  able  .8  9o  S  1 .3  million 
GVW  Income  19.2  %  27.8  million 
Diesel  Tax  19.7  %    28.5  million 

Gas  Tax  60.3  %    87.3  millicxi 

$144.9  millicffi 


1993  Projected  Disbursements 

I  lighway  Program  73-8  %  $  129.3  million 
Bond  Debt  Sen-.  10.2  %  17.9  million 
City/(3o.  Distrilxition  8.0%  14.1  million 
Non-Highway*  8.0%  14.0  million 
S  175.3  million 
•Higliw~av  Patn)l,  Trilial  Dtstriliution 


Thi<i  Graph  shows  the  stale  dollars  which  go  into  the  Highway  Special  Refciiiie  Account. 
II  cds<>  summarizes  the  clistrihutiott  of  thefiuHhforlxilh  the  highway  program  and  non-high- 
u{iyf)uijK)ses. 
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Highway  Program 

(State  &  Federal  Funds) 


1993  Revenues 
All  Funds  (projected) 

H  Aconinls  Rcccivahlc  .4%     $1.3  million 

n  G\"W'  9.5%     27.8millii)n 

■  Fuel  Taxes  39.6%  115.8  million 

■  I  ide-r.ii  50.5  %  147.4  million 


S292.3  million 


1993  Expenditures 
All  Funds  (projected) 

■    Higlnvays-Olhcr  4.2  %S   1.1 1  million 

□    Bond  Debt  Service  5.5%      17.9  million 

B  Non-Highway  Transfers  8.7  %  28.0  million 
B  Highway  Maintenance  15.5%  50.0  million 
B   Con.striiction/ Precon.st.  66. 1  %  2136  million 

$322.9  million 


We  "hi)>}>er" highway Juitditifi picture  Uicliiiies federal Juiicls. 


50- 
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Local  Government  Support 


Federal  Highway 
Funds 


State  Highway 
Funds 


Enhancements 


UfVan  ^ 

■ I 


through 


Current  Level 


Proposed 


Current  Level 


Proposed 


Thisffrtiph  summarizes  Ihe  leivl  uj'ainiiial/iiitdiiig  support  prodded  to  Montana's  local 
goienimeiils  under  Ihe  cuirent  tind  pn}p(>sed  highway  pnigrams.  Funding  support  by  fed- 
eral funds  ux)idd  iiicretuie  apprnvimalely  JO  percent  due  to  federal  transportation  enhance- 
ment fiDuls  Funding  support  hy  state  funds  tfoiild  almost  double  due  to  the  Save  our  Sec- 
ondaries pnigram. 


Tlic  Otlicc  of  Budget  and  I'lDyiaiii  Planning 
recommended  tlie  program  be  reduced  to  a 
maximum  of  $20  million  per  fiscal  year  for  the 
1993  liienniiim.  That  level  allowed  a  continua- 
tion of  the  RTF  program  at  a  minimum  level 
without  requiring  an  increa.se  in  fuel  tax  through 
the  1993  biennium. 

'Hie  52nd  Legislature  extended  the  KIT  pro- 
gram through  July  1.  2003.  recognizing  once 
again  that  tiie  federal-aid  program  alone  does 
not  meet  Montana's  needs.  The  department  has 
continued  tiie  KIT  program  at  S2()  million  per 
year  in  recognition  of  the  limited  resources  of 
the  taxpayers  of  the  State  of  Montana. 

The  department  issued  highway  re\enue 
bonds  in  the  1980s  to  helji  finance  the  RTF  pro- 
gram and  to  fund  an  accelerated  federal-aid 
highway  program,  predominately  the  interstate 
completion.  In  198"  the  department  refunded 
tho.se  issues  as  well  as  increasing  the  debt  to  the 
$150  million  maxiimmi  allowed  by  legislation. 

In  FY  '93  the  debt  payment  increa.ses  ap- 
proximately $7  million  to  begin  reducing  the 
principal  owed  on  the  debt.  Only  the  interest  on 
the  debt  vsas  paid  pre\ioiisly. 

The  bonti  i")r(Keeds  were  expended  early  in 
FY  '91.  The  department  is  currently  funding  the 
program  as  we  go,  as  well  as  fimding  the  deiit. 

Keeping  Pace 

Needs  assessments  peifonned  by  the  depart- 
ment continue  to  indicate  a  significant  state 
funded  program  is  necessary  to  meet  our  basic 
transportation  needs. 

Further,  a  new  federal  program  requires  that 
roads  on  the  National  Highway  System  be  built 
to  liigher  standards  than  MOT  has  |-)een  using. 
These  higher  standards  will  reduce  the  number 
of  NHS  miles  that  can  lie  im(iro\ed  and  will  re- 
dtice  the  effectiveness  of  the  slate  matciiing 
dollars  in  meeting  Montana's  needs. 

It  is  readil)'  apparent  Montana  mu.st  maintain 
some  fomi  of  .state-funded  program.  Even  keep>- 
ing  it  at  a  minimal  level,  as  well  as  meeting  the 
match  for  the  current  federal-aid  program,  will 
rec]uire  a  significant  increa.se  in  existing  rev- 
enues or  tlie  creation  of  new  revenue.  Typically, 
that  decision  has  Ix-en  to  increase  the  existing 
rewinie  sources. 

Rail  Funding 

Ml)  T's  rail  planning  activities  are  funded  as 
part  of  the  federal  Local  Rail  Freight  As,si.stance 
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l'roj>raiu  (LRl'A).  Monlana  ri.'cci\<.'s.S30.0(K)  in 
tedcral  aid  and  provides  a  30  percent  maicli 
w  itii  slate  tuntls 

Relial^ilitation  ul  hiaiKJi  line  Hack  has  been 
allied  in  the  past  by  the  fetleral  program.  A  \er\' 
small  appropriation  for  this  program  was  re- 
centl\'  ap|')ro\ed  by  Congress.  The  Kail  Service 
Bureau  lias  a\'ailable  o\er  $500,000  in  repaid 
loan  funds  frt)m  previous  LRFA  funded  rail 
projects.  This  funding  is  currently  tlie  one  signifi- 
cant resource  available  for  railroad  track 
rehabilitation  in  Montana. 

The  demi.se  of  the  federal  program  lea\  es 
Montana  with  the  question,  "Should  v\e  imple- 
ment a  state  program  to  fund  track  reiiabiiitation 
or  purcha.se  t)f  branch  lines?" 

Since  Montana  can't  impose  a  fuel  tax  on 


interstate  rail  carrieiN,  the  next  choice  as  a  .source 
to  fund  an  enhanced  rail  program  cf)uld  Ix" 
highway  fuel  taxes.  This  is  a  complex  and  con- 
troxersial  public  polic\'  i.ssue;  nonetheless,  it  is 
one  .Monlanans  should  consider. 

Transit  Funding 

The  Rail  &  Transit  Division  receives  api^roxi- 
mately  $1,106,000  per  year  from  the  Federal 
Tran.sit  Administration  to  assist  kxral  public  tran- 
sit activities  in  Montana.  Local  communities/ 
agencies  provide  the  malciiing  funds,  wiiich 
\  an'  from  operating  a.ssistance  at  ^0  percent,  to 
purchase  of  veiiicles  at  30  percent  and  transit 
planning  activities  at  20  percent.  The  state  pro- 
vides about  $23,000  to  match  the  federal  funds 
used  to  administer  the  transit  programs. 


1992  Ten  Year  Highway  Needs  (in  Miliions) 

State  Funds 

Required-minimum 

Full  Design 

Minimum 

Standards 

1 

State  Match 

State  IVIatch 

Wholly 

Standards 

Standards 

wjtii  a  continued 

WITHOUT  a 

state- 

Total 

Total 

State-Funded 

State-Funded 

funded  (b) 

Fed.& 

FM.& 

Construction 

Constnjction 

System 

State 

State 

Program 

Program 

Interstate 

$668 

$350 

$31 

$31 

0 

Primary  NHS  (a) 

1,517 

572 

75 

96 

45 

Primary  STP 

2,584 

547 

70 

90 

72 

Secondary 

865 

318 

22 

28 

154 

Urban  NHS  (a) 

83 

14 

2 

3 

0 

Urban  STP 

101 

56 

8 

10 

0 

Orphan  STP  Plant 

34 

6 

1 

1 

0 

Orphan  Plant 

102 

19 

0 

0 

34 

Bridges 

109 

109 

22 

22 

0 

State  $$ 

$231 

$281 

$305 

Fed  &  State  $$ 

$6,063 

$1,991 

$443 

(c) 

All  costs  are  expressed  in  1992  dollars. 

(a)  NHS  needs  are  defined  by  the  interl 
arterials  until  October  '95. 

m  NHS  system  which  is  equivalent 

to  the  state 

's  principal 

(b)  Needs  ineligible  for  federal  funding;  that  is,  needs  the  state  must  meet. 

(c)  Match  assumes  a  continued  state  funded  construction  program  and  corr 
match  rate. 

ssponding  higher  federal 

If  there  uvre  no  iiijliitioii  in 
constnutioN  costs  and  if  mini- 
mum slanilanis  irere  ticcept- 
iibk'on etviy  nuitl.  thecuirent 
feilvnil-ciiil  iiml  stale- funded 
Itif'hiCiiy/mif'ranis  imnld  keep 
theswiem  alxml  asMiKxtiis  it  is 
today 
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Aeronautics  Program  Funding 

riic-  Acion.iulR.s  Program  is  [primarily  sup- 
ported by  a  state  aviation  fuel  tax  of  1  cent  per 
gallon.  The  program  also  receives  a  small 
amount  of  federal  grant  authority  to  maintain 
and  update  the  Montana  Aviation  System  Plan. 


Aeronautics  1993  Revenues 

State  Special  Revenue  Account 

1993  Projeeted  Revenues 


B  Airline  I'a.x  i*  Interest  1.5  "o 

Q  .\irport  Inspectiori-s  3.0  % 

□  Sales.  Fees,  Rentals  3.9  % 
■  I'ilol  X  Anvnift  Fees  36.8% 

□  Aviation  1-iiels  TaJcss  54.8  % 


$  10,8(){) 

21,000 

28,000 

259,700 

386,900 

$706,100 


1993  Projected  Disbursements 

■   Ainiurt  Ta.\  rran.slei.s        1.3%        S   10,000 
D   Co.  Dist.  Aircraft  Reg.     28.3  %  209,000 

H   Aeronautics  Program      70.4  %  520,240 

$739,240 


West  Yellowstone  Airport 


1993  Projected  Revenues 

■  W,  Yellowstone  Rental.s         22.7  %  $15,000 
n    Misc.  Permits  &  Receipts       22.7%    15,000 

■  Gallatin  Co.  Tax  Transfers     15.2  %     10,000 

■  Sales  Receipts  39.4  %    26,000 

$66,000 


1993  Prt)jected  Disbursements 


■ 

West  ^ello\^tsone 
Airport  Operations 

89.3% 

$63,296 

D 

Arch. /Engineering 

10.7% 

7.575 

$70,871 


The  di\ision  collects  approximately  $259,000 
per  year  in  pilot  and  aircraft  registnition  fees. 
Ninety  percent  of  the  aircraft  i^gistration  fee  is 
remitted  to  the  county  in  which  tlie  aircraft  is 
based.  The  remaining  10  percent  is  used  by  the 
division  for  administering  and  enforcing  aircraft 
registration.  The  annual  $10  pilot  registration  fee 
is  re'tained  by  the  division  for  administration  pur- 
poses. Included  in  tlie  $10-per-year  registration 
fee  is  a  subscription  to  the  division's  monthly 
newsletter  Moiitaiui  and  Ibe  Sk)'. 

Although  there  has  lieen  a  considerable  de- 
cline in  the  Aeronautics  Division  special  revenue 
balance  over  the  past  two  decades,  the  division 
has  made  cuts  sufficient  to  bring  its  expendiaires 
in  line  \\  ith  its  revenue.  The  program  goals  and 
objectives  ai^e  accomplished  without  expending 
the  full  $1  million  ($857,900  -  earmarked: 
$73,600  -  federal;  $68,500  -  proprietary-  lunds; 
that  the  program  is  budgeted. 

Tlie  Aeronautics  Program  also  operates  the 
West  Yellow.stone  Airport,  one  of  two  airports 
designated  iiy  (Congress  to  setve  national  parks. 
The  aiiport  is  operated  c^n  a  proprietary  fund 
basis.  The  co.sts  of  operations  are  recovered 
through  various  u,ser  fees. 

Tlie  1995  bienniutn  budget  submission  holds 
expenditures  in  this  prograin  to  approxirnately 
the  level  of  e.stitnated  revenue. 

Modal  Repoits 

Aeronautics 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Division  was  part 
of  the  Commerce  Department  prior  to  the  cre- 
ation of  MDT.  The  Aeronautics  Division  is  under 
the  super\'ision  of  the  Director  of  Traasporta- 
tion.  It's  advi.sed  by  a  nine  memlTer  Aeronautics 
Board.  \\  hich  represents  the  \  arious  facets  of  the 
aeronautics  itulustiA'  in  Montana. 

The  Aeronautics  Division  pro\ides  for  pro- 
lection  and  protnotion  of  .safely  in  aeronautics, 
iinifomiit\'  in  laws  and  regulations,  and  coo[5era- 
tion  with  federal  authorities  in  development  of 
the  national  sy.stem  of  civil  aviation.  Tlie  Aero- 
naiilics  Dixision  also  tnanages  13  state-owned 
airjiorts,  18  \  isual  airway  beacons  and  25  non- 
directional  radio  l^eacons. 

Numerous  projects  are  nt)w  underway: 
•    Provitiing .suttewide  aircraft  \\eatlier  intbmia- 

lion  for  pilots  through  a  "WeatherMation" 

.satellite  sy.stem  lociiied  in  I  lelena. 
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•  I'rovkling  Prt'liininaiA'  Kiij^incering  Grants  lo 
assist  aiqiorts  with  cic'\c'iopinj>  and  planning 
construction  projects. 

•  0|XTatin.ua  system  of  18aii-\\a\'  oiistniction 
lighted  beacons  in  iiioiintainoiis  Western 
Montana  for  niglinime  WR  flight. 

•  Providing  65  air-to-ground  radio  (unicoiiis) 
stations  on  airports  throughout  Montana. 

•  Organizing  antl  conducting  various  seminars 
to  educate  pilots,  flight  iasiructors.  air  search 
xokmteers.  and  a\ialion  mechanics. 
Aercjnautics  flilfills  the  agreement  \\  ilh  the  US 

Air  Force  Rescue  Coordination  Center  to  provide 
aerial  .search  and  rescue  services  for  Montana. 

Aeronautics  is  also  the  approving  agency  for 
Veteran's  Administration  flight  .schools. 

Tlie  annual  aviation  conference  for  all  facets 
of  Montana's  axiation  cominunitN'  including 
Montana  Pilots  AsscKMation,  AiqDort  Managers, 
Agricultural  Operators,  Women  Pilots,  Antique 
Aircraft  Oiivners,  Civil  Air  Patrol,  Aviation  Trades 
Association,  etc.  is  ccxirdinated  and  co-hosted 
by  the  division. 

Aeronautics  provides  support  lo  liie 
Governor's  E.s.sential  .^ir  Service  Task  Force  to 
insure  commercial  air  .service  to  communities 
throughout  Montana  and  to  the  Governors 
Canada/Montana  air  .service  task  force. 

Aeronautics  al.so  provides  technical  support 
to  communities  for  airjioii  imprcnements. 

The  division  publishes  an  annual  airport 
directory  depicting  all  Montana  public  u.se-air- 
jxjrts  and  an  updated  aeronautical  cliart  listing 
all  Montana  airports,  public  and  private,  na\'iga- 
tional  facilities,  terrain,  routes  of  flight,  etc.,  ever\' 
four  years. 

Aeronautics  operates  the  statew  itle  naviga- 
tional aid  system  including  2-i  ncTn-ciirectional 
radio  beacons  located  on  airports  through- 
out the  slate.  They  also  provide  instrument 
approaches  for  .several  air  carrier  airports. 

Tliirteen  state-owned  airports  are  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  division,  including  the  air-carrier 
We.st  Yellowstone  .-Xirport. 

Aeronautics  maintains  and  upcbtes  the  Mon- 
tana Aviation  System  Plan  to  provide  infor- 
mation for  the  development  of  Montana  aiiports, 
planning,  foreca.sting,  co.sts,  etc. 

Tile  National  As.sociation  of  State  Aviation 
Officials  (NASAO)  and  the  FAA  contract  with  the 
di\  ision  for  up  to  1 14  .safety  inspections  of  Mon- 
tana public  use  airports  each  year.  All  Division 


inspectors  have  received  training  from  the  FAA 
61  NASAO  and  are  certified. 

Aeronautics  is  designated  by  the  l-'etleral 
.'\viation  Administration  as  a  National  Aviation 
Education  Resource  Center. 

A  $318,000  (90  percent  federal-ainded)  con- 
struction project  on  the  West  Yellowstone 
Airport  is  nearing  completion.  It  includes  new 
lighted  ninway/taxiway  signs,  new  hangar  area, 
repaving  ramp  area,  correcting  deficiencies  in 
safety  areas,  new  emergency  radios,  etc. 

For  the  future,  plans  include: 

Reinstating  an  airport  financial  ;l^sislance 

program. 

Strengthening  the  search  and  rescue  pro- 
gram by  providing  additional  training  and 
funding  for  more  Emergency  Locator  Transmit- 
ter (FIT)  homing  radios. 

hnplementing  WeatherMation,  a  .statewide 
network  of  satellite  pilot  information  cen- 
ters. Such  a  system  is  des|X'rately  nece.ssaiy  due 
to  the  pending  clcwures  of  six  of  the  eight  Mon- 
tana Flight  Senice  Stations.  These  systems 
would  provide  weatlier  briefing  with  flight  plan- 
ning for  pilots. 

Completing  an  agreement  with  Helena  Re- 
gional Airport  for  involvement  in  its  Regional 
Burn-Pit  Facility. 

Completing  the  West  Yellowstone  Airport 

construction  project. 

Providing  new  NDB  navigation  stations  for 

Colstrip  and  Ennis. 


Fred  Hcisskamp  ititislrales 
techiiii/nes  qfiiehci/ search  aiul 
rescue.  Hasskcimp  is  (i  flight 
iiistriiclor  for  the  Aeronautics 
Division  and  one  of  the  most 
respected  mouiUain  pilots  in 
Montana. 


Page  19  D 


The  aiailabilily  nf  public 
iransportalioii  if  ill  ciinliiiiw  to 
Ix'  considered  when  pliinninj> 
highuaysyslems  Ihruughuiit  the 
stale.  (FJdoii  McXicnlpholoi 
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Conducting  Navigational  Aids   training 

scliools  forelccln)nic  tcvlinicians  re.s|X)nsil'>lc  tor 
state's  non-directional  radio  beacons.  FAA  per- 
sonnel, factor\'  technicians  and  other  state 
navaids  technicians  \^  ill  train  16  techniciaas  on 
current  regulations  and  industry  developments. 
The  primar>  funding  for  Montana's  aviation 
programs  comes  fr()m  a  one-cent-per-gallon 
aviation  fuel  ta.\.  This  ta.\  has  remained  un- 
changed since  the  mid  1940s,  yet  there's 
substantial  need  to  assist  general  a\iation  air- 
ports in  mcKlemizing  their  facilities.  Increasing 
the  aviation  fuel  tax  deserves  consideration  as 
a  means  of  addressing  the.se  needs. 

Rail 

The  State  of  Montana  Rail  Senice  Bureau  %\  xs 
established  in  19~9,  and  w  as  part  of  the  IX^part- 
ment  of  Commerce  prior  to  the  creation  of  MDT. 
The  bureau  is  a.ssigned  to  the  Rail  and  Transit 
Division,  which  is  under  the  supenision  of  the 
Director  of  Transportation. 

The  Rail  Service  Bureau  works  jointly  wilh 
the  rail  indu,str\'.  .Montana  shippers  and  the  Fed- 
eral Rail  Admini.stration  to  optimize  rail  .service 
in  Montana.  Included  in  tliis  responsibility-  is  to: 

•  be  a  technical  resource  for  rail-related  issues 
and  questions; 

•  maintain  a  state  rail  plan  containing  infomia- 
tion  on  the  "health"  of  the  rail  network:  and 


•    support  intermodal  efforts  such  as  the 

iransload  facilities  at  Bune  and  Shelby. 

The  bureau  provided  technical  assistance 
and  aided  in  .securing  funding  for  the  planning 
and  construction  of  the  Butte-Sil\er  Bow 
transload  facility  and  a  bulk  commodities 
transload  facility  adjacent  to  the  Burlington 
Northem  and  I  IS  at  Shelby.  The  latter  is  the  first 
phase  of  a  planned  truck-rail  transfer  facility 
which  is  expected  to  reduce  transportation  costs 
and  enhance  international  trade. 

The  bureau  lias  pro\  ided  teclinical  and  finan- 
cial assistance  in  maintaining  operation  of 
branch  lines  no  longer  profitable  or  abandoned 
by  the  larger  railroads. 

Technical  a.ssistance  is  being  provided  to  lo- 
cal go\'emmenis  and  interest  groups  wanting  to 
create  county  transfKirtation  districts  to  acquire 
and  preserve  branchline  prof>enies.  Activities 
are  focused  on  Daniels,  Valley,  Sheridan, 
Jeflerson  and  Silver  Bow  counties. 

.\1DT  and  the  Central  .Montana  Railroad 
Board  of  Directors  agreed  to  tenninate  a  trust 
that  had  been  created  for  the  purpose  of  provid- 
ing rail  .service  in  the  Lewistown-l>?nton  area. 
The  temiination  of  the  trust  will  ha\c  the  effect 
of  eliminating  the  MDT  supervisor  of  CMR  op- 
erations. CMR  provides  short-line  rail  .serv'ice  on 
st;ite-owned  track  in  Fergus,  Judith  Basin  and 


Choiite-au  counties.  Also.  MOT  has  cf)mpletecl 
sale  <^f  the  state-owned  rail  properties  in  ,Sil\er 
Bow  and  Deer  Lcxige  counties. 

Ttie  Flh  National  Conference  of  State  Rail- 
wa\'  Officials  was  hosted  h>'  the  Rail  Services 
Bureau  in  Augu.st  for  over  100  registrants. 

Other  atlivities  include: 

•  Providing  expert  witness  support  in  the 
McCart\'  Famis  Litigation  case. 

•  \  lonit(  >ring  ICC  acti%it>^  relating  to  tJie  Scoliey- 
Opheim  spur  ahantlonment,  rail  car  short- 
ages, denuirrage.  deregulation  and  tran.spor- 
tation  program  implementation  certificates. 

•  Maintaining  rail  pas.senger  ridership  statistics 
and  facilirs'  in.sp)ections. 

Tlie  Rail  Ser\  ices  Bureau  has  a  rail  safety  pro- 
gram which  monitors  1,550  public  rail  crossings 
in  Montana.  Presenth'  there  are  projects  under- 
way which  will  inipro\e  safety  at  4O  crossings 
at  a  budget  of  approximately  SI  million. 

Transit 

The  Montana  Traasit  Bureau  was  part  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  prior  to  the  creation 
of  MDT.  These  responsibilities  were  transferred 
to  the  MDT  Riiil  &  Transit  Division  under  the  su- 
penision  of  the  Director  of  Transportation. 

The  objecli\es  for  the  Transit  Bureau  are  tcj 
continue  to  promote  and  facilitate  passenger 
transportation  throughout  the  state.  The  Transit 
Bureau  works  with  the  Highw  ay  Di\ision  when 
new  c)r  expanded  highway  projecTs  are  planned 
to  easune  transit  alternatives  are  fially  coasidered. 

The  bureau's  activities  include  providing 
fimding  to  IcKal  transit  programs  for  capital  and 
planning  projecxs.  providing  technical  and  op- 
erating assistance  and  conducting  transit-related 
training  programs. 

The  Transit  Bureau  ctxirdinates  with  over  100 
community  agencies  and  monitors  about  300 
\ehicles  (.secured  with  federal  grants).  Many  of 
the.se  programs  .serve  elderh'  p>er.sons  and  per- 
.sons  with  di.sabilities. 

The  Transit  Bureau  staff  conducts  transit 
management  re\iews  and  administers  a  \ ehicle 
rehabilitation  program  tiirough  a  partnership 
arrangement  with  the  state  prison. 

Other  acti\ities  include: 

Coordinated  with  Department  of  Social 
and  Rehabilitative  Services  Icjr  the  [purchase 
of  vehicles  and  related  equipment  for  [persons 
with  disabilities. 


Developed  plan  and  vehicle  specifications 

for  .'\meric:ms  With  Disabilities  Act  for  the  Butte 
transit  system. 

Established  training  program  for  kxral  tran- 
sit operations — over  250  transit  oflitials  ha\e 
Iven  trained. 

Participated  in  the  first  statewide  transit 
"Bus  Roadeo"  for  transit  drivers. 

Provided  on-site  technical  assistance  w  ith 

W  communities  and  conducted  12  management 
re\'iews. 


Projects  are  inidenvay  to  improve  safety 
at  forty  rail  crossings  throughout  the  state  at 
a  budget  of  approximately  $1  million. 


The  Urban  Section  is  part  of  the  Traasit  Bu- 
reau and  assists  and  coordinates  witli  the  state's 
l4  urb-an  aR'as  on  urban  transportation  planning 
concerns.  The  Urban  Section  provides  technical 
assistance  to  local  elected  officials  and  local 
planning  staffs  regarding  urban  area  project  pri- 
orities, implements  planning  regulations,  and 
a.ssists  with  transportiition  studies. 

The  Urban  Section  also  works  with  local  of- 
ficials in  the  urban  areas  to  review  and  ufxlate 
the  urban  area  bcjundaries  every  ten  years  fol- 
lowing the  tabulation  of  the  US  Census.  The 
Section  helped  the  urban  areas  finalize  the 
functional  classification  of  their  streets.  Trans- 
portation studies  were  completed  for  Bozeman 
and  Helena.  Currently,  a  transportation  study 
and  a  truck  by-pass  study  are  underway  in 
Kalispell. 

Motor  Carrier  Services 

The  Motor  Carrier  Senices  (MCS)  Division  is 
responsible  for  eriforcing  commercial  vehicle 
weight  and  dimension  laws,  licensing.  p>emiit- 
ting.  and  fee  collection  on  motor  transport  and 
fuel  taxes. 

Fees  collected  for  size  and  weight  permits, 
GV\V  licensing,  fines  and  other  .state  jurisdic- 
tions total  about  S25  million  jx-r  year. 

ActiN  ity  in  Motor  Carriers  Services  has  focu.sed 
on  improved ser\ice  and  imprcned  efficienc\". 

-  Programming,  installation,  and  training  to 
computerize  the  .state's  weigh  .stations  w  ill  be 
completed  in  Decemlier.  with  the  goal  of  a  fully 
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/  90  east  of  Missoula — ihe 
contractor  is  poiiiinfi  cement 
caps  on  the  Bonner  inter- 
change as  part  of  a  project  to 
widen  and otheniise  iniproie 
theslnictiin's.  (I-Ulon  McXicol 
photo) 


automated  peniiit  and  iril<jnnation  system. 

The  pemiit  ]Drogram  will  eliminate  exjx^nsive 
wire  service  charges  and  delays  for  the  taicking 
industiy.  Also  readily  available  permit  infomia- 
tion  will  increase  the  effectiveness  of  the 
compliance  program. 

-  The  Helena  permit  .system  is  operational 
and  provides  more  efficient  access  to  |Temiits  for 
our  customers. 

-  A  regional  oversize  permit  agreement  has 
lieen  e.stahli.shed  with  six  western  .states.  Tliis 
agreement  was  made  ptjssihle  by  legislation 
passed  in  tiie  1991  .session  and  has  streaniliiK'i.1 
pemiit  applications  for  multi-state  travel.  This 
agreement  allowed  earners  to  purchase  a  single 
dimensional  permit  at  one  location  for  travel 
over  specific  routes  in  all  member  states.  Cur- 
rently Arizona,  Idaho,  Washington.  Oregon, 
Ne\  atla  and  Montana  are  memlTers,  with  .sexeixil 
more  states  preparing  to  join. 

-  Permit  service  to  incoming  over-dimen- 
sional loads  was  increased  to  24  hours  per  day, 
\\  ithout  any  increa.se  in  .staffing. 

-  An  agreement  negotiated  with  Alberta  al- 
lows increased  truck  weights  fx'tween  Shelby 
and  the  border  to  enhance  the  develc:)(5ment  of 
.Shelby's  intermodal  facility'. 


-  Work  continues  at  the  national  level  to  de- 
velop and  implement  a  uniform  system  for 
registration  and  permitting  of  hazardous  mate- 
rials transi:i(  )rters. 

One  piece  of  legislation  needetl  in  1993 
would  be  to  allow  the  Director  to  appoint  other 
.states'  empic  )yees  as  peace  oHlcers  for  Montana. 
Tills  authority  would  provide  more  efleclive  joint 
ports  and  allow  recipnKation  as  agreements  are 
e.stablished  \\  ith  other  juri.sdictions. 

As  a  result  of  successful  joint  operations  at 
CoLitts  with  C^anada  and  with  Idaho  ollicials  at 
llaugeii.  negotiations  are  being  conducted  to 
include  a  facility  with  North  Dakota.  An  agree- 
ment is  near  on  a  joint  facility  at  Wibaux.  This 
type  of  joint  facility  has  reduced  costs  to  the 
trucking  industn-  aiul  to  the  Slate  of  .Montana. 

Highways 

Mt)ntana  has  seen  a  great  deal  of  progress  in 
improving  our  highway  system  over  the  pa.st 
several  years.  Most  visible  are  the  projects  which 
have  l:>een  let  to  contract  and  built.  Le.ss  visible 
is  the  sub.stantial  progress  in  planning  and  en- 
gineering activity  which  w  ill  soon  [produce 
additional  improved  or  new  miles  of  highway. 
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In  the  Missoula  Highway  District,  for  ex- 
ample, the  Dickey  I.ake  project,  completed 
in  October  of  1991,  was  one  of  a  series  of 
major  improvements  to  US  93  in  noilhvvcsi 
Moni.ina.  T\\c  l-nrtinc-North  project,  let  to  con- 
tract in. Inly  of  1991,  is  a  continuation  of  the 
Dickey  Like  project.  This  stretch  of  roadway 
was  w  idenecl  from  21  feet  to  52.  Also  signifi- 
cantl>  improving  this  section  of  highway  were 
the  removal  of  a  numlier  .of  hazardous  hills  and 
cur\'cs.  The  completion  of  these  projects  will 
provide  a  much  safer  corridor  of  travel  tiirougli 
a  very  scenic  portion  of  Montana. 

Two  upcomin.n  projects  of  significance  are 
tlie  Flathead  Ri\  er  Bridge  and  the  Creslon  North 
&  South  projects.  Originally  built  in  1936,  the 
narrow  two-lane  bridge  just  northeast  of 
Kalispell  has  .served  long  past  its  adequate  ser- 
vice life.  An  average  of  12,(K)0  \ehicles  (5er  day 
cross  this  bridge.  Creston  North  &  South,  a  14.8 
mile  long  reconstruction  project,  will  connect  to 
the  Flathead  River  Bridge  project.  These  two 
projects  will  provide  a  mcxiem,  high-qualit\'  fa- 
cility through  one  of  Montana's  mo.st  popular 
tourist  areas. 

In  September  1992,  a  contract  was  awarded 
for  four- lane  reconstruction  of  two  miles  of 
Reserve  Street  in  Missoula.  This  project  culmi- 
nates a  long  c(xjperati\e  effort  by  the  city  and 
county  governments  with  MOT  to  provide  a 
partially  limited-access  bypa.ss  facility  to  connect 
1 90  more  directly  to  the  south  end  of  Mi.s.soula. 
This  project  will  significantly  reliexe  congestion 
on  the  "93  Strip "  and  will  improve  both  traffic 
flow  and  air  quality.  The  Reserve  Street  project 
is  the  largest  single  urban  system  project  ever 
awarded  in  Montana.  It  will  take  over  ten  years' 
worth  of  Mi.ssoula's  share  of  uriian  .system  fund- 
ing to  get  this  job  done. 

Near  Helena,  one  of  the  most  hazardous 
sections  of  secondary  road  in  Montana  \\  as 

let  to  contract  in  kinc  of  1992.  The  0."  mile  long 
Warren  School  cur\es  project  east  of  Helena 
consists  of  removing  two  90°  curves  which  have 
k)ng  lx.'en  a  high  accident  area.  Being  a  high  use 
recreational  road  as  well  as  serving  residential, 
agricultural,  and  .school  needs,  the  project  was 
a  welcome  improvement  to  Lew  is  X-  Clark 
County. 

The  Butte  Di.strict  boa.sts  one  of  Montana's 
mo.st  ambitious  packages  of  road  improvements 


set  to  Ix-'gin  in  early  1993.  A  new  interchange, 
two  .secondary  projects,  an  urban  project,  and  a 
cit>'  project,  all  of  which  will  lie  interconnected, 
will  be  constaicted  on  Bozeman's  northwest 
side.  These  projects  will  provide  a  corridor  of 
improvements  to  facilitate  traffic  movement  be- 
tween I  90  and  areas  in  and  near  Bozeman. 


Four-lane  reconstniction  of  two  miles  of 
Resewe  Street  in  Missoula  culminates  a  long 
cooperative  effort  to  reliei^e  congestion  on  the 
"93  Strip''  and  improve  air  quality.  .  . 


Rogers  Pass-East  and  Rogers  Pass- West,  to- 
taling just  under  $10  million,  provided 
widening  and  new  surfacing  to  about  17 
miles  of  MT  200  through  one  of  Montana's 
more  scenic  mountainous  areas.  A  critical 
link  between  Great  Falls  and  Mi.s,soula,  these  are 
welcome  and  much  needetl  improvements  to 
the  transportation  system. 

Also  in  the  Great  Falls  Di.strict,  the  replace- 
ment of  the  10th  Street  Bridge  with  a  new 
9th-10th  Street  connector  bridge  will  mark 
completion  of  a  series  of  bridge  replacements/ 
improvements  to  e\ery  Missouri  River  vehicu- 
lar .structure  in  the  Great  Falls  urban  area. 

The  project  is  being  coordinated  with  the 
con.struction  of  the  15th  Street/l^ver  Drive  inter- 
section and  the  Ri\er  Drive  (9th-] 5th)  projects. 
It  will  also  tie  in  to  the  9th  Street  North  four-lane 
project  recently  completed  by  the  City  of  Great 
Falls.  Tliis  package  of  impro\ements  will  greatly 
improve  the  operational  and  safety  chanicteris- 
tics  of  the  area's  transportation  sy.stem. 

Two  projects  in  the  Glendive  District  are 
particularly  noteworthy.  The  2.4  mile 
Glendive  Business  Loop  resurfacing  project 

just  west  of  Glendive  provides  an  impro\ed 
drixing  surface  on  a  facility  that  was  last  im- 
pnned  in  1960. 

In  addition  to  surfacing  work,  safety  items 
such  as  slope  flattening,  improved  access  for 
busses  to  the  school,  mailbox  turnouts,  and 
guardrail  upgrading  were  accomplished  to  pro- 
V ide  a  safer  and  aesthetically  pleasing  tra\el 
corridor,  .additionally,  a  pedestrian  bridge  was 
constructed  over  Diy  Creek  to  dixert  school 
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children  from  iIk-  roadway.  All  ot  this  work  was 
completed  within  existing  right-of-way  limits. 

Wolf  Point-West  is  a  10.6  mile  repaving 
project  which  extends  from  9  miles  west  of  Wolf 
Point  through  the  city.  It  provided  a  new  driv- 
ing surface  to  a  facility  built  in  the  late  1950s. 
.Additional  work  included  improved  dniinage. 
removal  of  median  curbs,  a  aibberized  railroad 
cro.ssing  and  installation  of  a  traffic  signal  at  a 
school  crossing.  The  department  also  con- 
structed a  pedestrian  walkway  in  ccx)perati(^n 
with  the  Wolf  l\)int  Green  Belt  As.sociation. 

The  long-awaited  Haynes  Avenue  project  in 
Miles  City  is  exr>ected  to  go  to  contract  in  cari\' 
1993.  Haynes  A\'enue  is  an  important  link  be- 
tween two  primary  routes  in  the  eastern  portion 
of  the  urban  area.  It  will  be  reconslaicted  and 
paved  to  accommcKlate  two  lanes,  with  parking, 
curii  antl  gutter,  and  a  six  foot  sidewalk.  The 
department  is  currently  working  w  ith  other  state 
and  local  governments  on  a  "greenbelt"  effoit  in 
conjunction  with  the  road  project. 

A  new  $6.1  million,  1057  fcxit  Yellowstone 
Ri\-er  Bridge  southeast  of  Sidney  will  replace  a 
\ery  substandard  structure.  Due  to  low  clear- 
ance and  minimal  w  idths,  the  .structure  has  a 
relati\ely  high  accident  rate.  MDT  has  worked 
with  other  .state  and  federal  agencies,  as  well  as 
private  groups,  to  develop  amenities  such  as  a 
boat  launching  ramp,  fishing  access  site,  and  a 
paddlefish  \iewing  area  to  he  built  along  with 
the  new  bridge. 


The  East  Biidge  project  coirects  a  serious 
traffic  bottleneck  between  downtown  Billings 
and  the  Lockwood  area — built  in  complex 
stages  to  handle  the  heavy  traffic. .  . 


The  Billings  District  is  the  site  of  several 
projects  which  arc  significant  feats  of  plan- 
ning and  engineering.  For  example,  tlie  South 
Billings  Boule\ard  Interchange,  scheduled  for 
completion  in  early  1993,  pro\  ides  new  inter- 
state access  to  the  south-central  Billings  area.  It's 
a  significant  part  of  an  ongoing  and  ambitious 
interchange  program  in  the  Billings  urban  area 
consisting  of  three  new  interchanges  and  one 
major  interchange  rehabilitatic^n. 


llie  $8  millit)n  Kast  Bridge  i3rcj)ecl  w  ill  coirect 
a  .serious  traffic  bottleneck  between  clow  ntown 
Billings  and  the  Lockwood  area.  A  modern, 
four-lane  bridge,  built  in  complex  stages  in  or- 
der to  handle  the  heavy  traffic,  is  repku  ing  the 
1930s  vintage  tai.ss  bridge,  which  has  Ix-en  .serv- 
ing o\er  17.000  \  chicles  daily.  The  new  bridge 
w  ill  eliminate  restrictive  limitatit^ns  and  w  ill 
move  traffic  more  safely  and  efficiently. 

The  Billings  Districi  will  al.so  Ixjast  Montana's 
first  true  urlian  interchange  when  the  West  Bill- 
ings Interchange  is  built  in  1993-  Probably  the 
busiest  interchange  in  Montana,  this  interchange 
on  I  90  is  in  need  of  major  upgrading  to  addre.ss 
ever-increasing  operational  and  salet>'  concerns. 
Improvements  to  this  interchange  play  a  major 
role  in  the  previously  mentioned  interchange 
program  in  the  Billin,gs  area. 

Highway  System  Needs 

Passage  of  ISTEA  mandates  a  new  focus  for 
the  states  transportation  system.  For  the  pa.st 
several  decades,  federal-aid  highwa\'  fimding 
has  been  allcxated  to  the  interstate,  primary, 
secondary,  urban  and  bridge  systems. 

But  the  former  federal-aid  primarv'.  .second- 
ary and  urban  will  be  replaced  with  two  major 
funding  categories: 

1)  National  Highway  Sy.stem  (NHS),  which 
will  be  composed  of  tlie  Interstate  and  alxnit  30 
percent  of  the  former  primary  system. 

2)  Surface  Transportation  Program  (STP). 
which  will  Ix'  composed  of  the  remainder  of  the 
primar}'  .system  and  other  federal-aid  eligible 
roadways,  which  are  supported  through  a  block 
grant  program. 

The  table  on  page  17  .summarizes  ten-year 
needs  on  Montana's  major  highway  systems. 
Needs  on  primary,  urban  and  orphan  plant  are 
separated  by  funding  categorv-.  e.g.,  NHS,  STT. 

Montana's  interstate  system  is  generally  in 
gcx)d  condition.  Improvements  to  the  interstate 
system  over  the  next  ten  years  will  in\'olve  main- 
taining existing  pavements  through  repa\ing 
and  pavement  .sealing  projects. 

The  mo.st  pre.ssing  concern  for  Montana's 
highway  systems  remains  on  the  priman,-  and 
secondary  systems  ( botli  NHS  atxl  .STP).  If  all  of 
the  primary  system  projects  planned  through 
1992  could  be  put  into  service  in.stanily.  the 
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follow  ing  work  would  slill  he  ncctlcd  immctli- 
ately  on  Montana's  5,500  mile  primary  system: 

•  435  miles  of  reconstniction  (\arying  from  2S 
f<x)t  two-lane  to  80  foot  four-lane  roads) 

•  98(i  miles  of  w iden  ami  overlay 

•  962  miles  of  paving 

These  totals  include  major  work  only.  Not 
indudetl  is  seal  and  co\er.  bridge  replacement, 
and  a  variety  of  other  less  co.stly  work. 

Of  the  -^.756  miles  of  secondary  roads  1.760 
miles  arc  .still  gra\el. 

Bridges  are  al.so  a  significant  concern  for 
Montana.  Statewide  \vc  iiavc  o\cr  1,330  timlx^r 
structures  which  are  at  least  in  an  antiquated 
condition.  After  1995  we  anticipate  there  will  Ix' 
27^  deficient  on-system  bridges  t)n  the  federal- 
aid  system  and  63O  deficient  ofF-system  bridges 
in  need  of  replacement  or  major  rehabilitation. 

The  deparmient  recently  completed  a  stud)' 
of  highway  needs  encompa.ssing  the  time  pe- 
riod from  January  1993  througli  Decemlier  2002. 
The  study  focused  on  t\\'o  program  levels — full 
needs  and  minimum  standard  needs. 


The  full  needs  a.s.se.ssment  is  based  cjn  the 
highest  and  most  desirable  constniction  design 
standards,  as  well  as  more  frequent  repaving 
anil  re-sealing  of  paxemenls.  We  estimate  it 
wt)iild  co.st  nearly  $(iO(i  million  p)eryear(in  1992 
dollars)  to  meet  the.se  needs. 

Tlie  minimum  standard  needs  aa*  ba.sed  on 
recon.struction  to  low  er  standards  and  less  fre- 
quent sealing  and  repaving.  We  estimate  co.sLs 
of  approximately  $200  rnillion  per  year. 

Under  both  scenarit)s  the  interstate  system 
would  be  kept  at  its  current  high  standard  of 
service.  Under  the  minimum  standard  scenario 
the  other  highway  systems  would  receive  regu- 
lar .seal  and  cover,  be  repaved  rather  than  rebuilt 
\\  henever  possible,  and  be  rebuilt  to  less  than 
full  standards.  This  is  essentially  the  standartl 
currently  being  used  by  the  department. 

The  Montana  Department  of  Highways  pro- 
duced a  major  "needs  .study"  in  1974.  Tliat  .study, 
completed  by  a  professional  consultant  and  the 
department,  detennined  that  from  a  construc- 
tion viewpoint,  a  major  funding  effort  would  be 


Mu  inteiia  nee  u  'orkcrs  fill 
nils  on  1 90  emi  of  Vi^ilehall. 
Ex-tending  the  life  of  pavement 
helps  ensure  tiLxpawni get  the 
most  for  their  money  ( Trains 
Smith  photo.  MDT) 


Page  25  D 


5i>ite  1980.  maintetmnce 
proamni  httdf>el  appnpriatiotis 
hatv  retnaincit  appruximately 
constant.  At  tlx'siimetime.  piir- 
chtisiiiiipduxThiis  Ikvii  I'Ttuktl 
hy  iiijlalkiii.  new  costs  due  to 
enfironmcnial  concerns  and 
other  responsibilities.  Vye  restdl 
is  a  hiidfiet  that  purchases  less 
in  1 991  than  it  did  in  1 9S0.  Ftjr 
this  reason,  the  department  is 
reqiiestin,c>  an  increase  in  the 
maintenance  budget. 


nc-cdcd  to  offset  tlie  poor  conditions  of  the  nxid- 
way.  Thus,  the  Reconstmction  Tmst  Fund  was 
torn  in  1983  and  tlie  improxements  that  resulted 
are  a  matter  of  histon,'. 

Maintenance  Program  Needs 

in  \'-y->l.  the  maintenance  program  is  faced 
v\  ith  much  the  same  dilemma  that  existed  with 
tlie  cxjastniction  program  in  1983.  While  the  pa.st 
10  years  of  construction  have  improved  the 
roads,  constaiction  has  also  added  to  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  maintenance  program.  The 
atlditions  include  wider  roads,  increa.sed  lane 
mile-age,  more  safet)'  features  and  a  winter  main- 
tenance program  highly  affected  by  en\iron- 
mental  concerns  such  as  air  and  water  quality'. 

Tlie  maintenance  program  now  mast  ase  ex- 
pensive washed  sanding  material  and  liquid 
de-icers  to  prevent  airborne  and  wateibome 
particulate  accumulations  in  cities  and  water- 
ways of  tlie  st;ite.  .All  these  items,  plus  tlie  jxilic^' 
of  maximizing  state  dollars  for  use  in  the  con- 
struction program,  put  a  downward  pressure  on 
tlie  maintenance  budget. 

Consequently,  the  challenge  for  the  mainte- 
nance program  is  to  make  the  most  of  current 
resources  and  to  lay  a  foundation  for  long-temi 
planning  ccxjrdinated  \\ith  the  construction  pro- 
gram. Joint  planning  \\  ill  allow  maintenance  to 
do  more  preventive  work,  such  as  crack  sealing. 


rejuvenation  (additi\es  la  extend  the  life  of  a.s- 
phalt  pavements),  and  other  inipro\ ements. 
This  pre\entive  work  is  more  co.st-effective  and 
w  ill  help  limit  reconstmllion  and  other  high-cost 
measures. 

In  an  effort  to  identify  the  magnitude  of  the 
problem  facing  the  maintenance  program,  a 
needs  a,sse.ssmeni  from  a  mainterumce  persjx*c- 
tive  was  undertaken  in  the  fall  of  1991. 

The  Inventory 

The  maintenance  program's  mcst  imjxjrtant 
objecti\e  was  to  thoroughly  in\'entor\-  rt//road- 
\\  a\-  it  maintains.  This  \\  as  done  to  identif\  and 
document  distressed  seaioas  where  they  e.\i.st. 
regardless  of  the  rs'pe  of  roadwa\'. 

Tlie  re'sults  liekiw  reflect  the  numlx'r  of  lane 
miles  and  tcxal  f)ortion  that  are"  .scheduled  for  tlie 
coastrurtion  program  (F>'  '92  to  FY  '95).  Com- 
pare this  to  the  number  of  lane  miles  and 
percentage  of  the  total  under  the  care  of  the 
maintenance  program — for  both  di.stres.sed  and 
non-di.stre.s.sed  (new)  pa\enienLs. 

Miles  % 

Total  Lane  .Miles  in  State 19.402  ..  100% 

Total  Constaiction  Paigram  2.919 ....  15  °v 

Totiil  .Maintenance  Program 16,543  ...85  "" 

Distre,s.sed  Lane  .Miles 9,511  ....49% 

Non-di,stres.sed  Lane  .Miles 7,031  ...36  % 


Maintenance  Program  Budgets  FY'80—FY'91 

Actual  budget  appropriations  vs.  budgets 
based  on  1980  dollars 
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Preventative  Maintenance 

nic  iiuiiUcnancc  proi;ram"s  ovenill  objective 
is  to  maintain  the  integrity'  of  the  pavement  af- 
ter cunstaiction  and  to  extend  the  life  of  state 
n)a(.l\va\s — to  ensure  taxpa\ers  gel  tlie  most  lor 
their  money.  Extending  tlie  life  of  roads  typically 
invokes  atli\  ities  like  crack  sealing — to  pa^vent 
water  from  entering  the  road — and  rejuvena- 
tion, which  restores  life  to  brittle  paxements 
through  chemical  prcKesses. 

lliis  table  show  s  where  this  work  is  needed. 

Lane  Miles  Crack  Rejuve- 

Sealiiig  nation 

Mi,s.soula 810 82 

Kalispell 763 189 

Bune ...1,444 150 

Bozeman .....756 285 

Great  Falls 980 89 

Havre 444 72 

Glendive 760 77 

Wolf  Point 667 60 

.Miles  City 937 210 

Billings 1,261 365 

Lewistown 689 62 

Program  Maintenance 

Another  objective  of  the  maintenance  pro- 
gram is  to  identify  areas  where  pavement 
distress  has  progressed  to  the  ]:)oint  where  low- 
cost  preventive  aaivities  are  no  longer  effective. 


Even  though  machine  wiirk  and  .sealing  are 
fairly  common  practice  in  the  maintenance  pro- 
gram to  improve  the.se  areas,  the  practices  are 
still  more  expensive  than  pre\entivc  activities 
and  these  areas  are  .still  candidates  for  the  con- 
strucTtion  program.  Careful  attention  to  the.se 
areas  and  careful  etTort  to  Ik-  sure  the  work  gels 
into  the  profx-r  program — maintenance  or  con- 
struction— can  help  ensure  we  make  the  best 
use  of  la.x  dollars. 

I^ne  Miles  of  Machine  Work  and  Sealing 

Mis.si)ula 380 

Kalispell 309 

Butte 585 

Bozeman : 447 

Great  FaUs 634 

Havre....; 412 

Glendive 385 

Wolf  Point 500 

Miles  City 505 

Billings 706 

Lewistown 387 

Potential  Program  Costs 

(based  on  stcmciard  unit  costs) 

Rejuvenation $       778.400 

Crack  Sealing 4,378,950 

Machine  Work  and  Sealing 33,008,946 


Maintenance  Expenditures  FY  '80— FY  '91 

Pavement  Preservation  Costs  vs.  All  Other  Costs 
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Operating  costs  paid  to 
others — the  cost  o/semces — 
continue  to  increase  in  the 
maintenance prof>ram.  Tlye 
increase,  coupled  with  level 
appropriations  since  I9ti0.^ 
means  more  is  spent  on  non- 
paremeiit  items  and  less  is 
arailahle/orpaivment  uxirk. 
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Missoula  District  Projects 


1993-95  (projects  over  $1  M) 


a  S  "SOS  Mc-idow  Cret'k  S  5  6  mi 

b  \rr  T(i  Bull  Lake  N  18.1  mi 

c  MT  3"  Ul^l^v  NW  3.5  mi 

d  SiOWBolxiilJaS  6.6  mi 

e  LiNiyNE  9  mi 

f   lJS93Kutvkaliriran  2.9  mi. 

g  US93Eua-kaS  H.8mi. 

h  IIS  2  HappN-'.s  Inn  KivW  1 1 .7  mi. 

i    I  90  Allx-rton  E&W  T8nu 

)    Mullan  RcKwcsi  section)  2 mi. 

k  S269  0>nalli.sNS:S  6.9  mi. 

I    MT2(K)  Dixon  ItivalliRtl.  7.3  mi. 

tn  PoLson  S  5  mi. 

n  US93P<)Lson-Elnio  12.1  mi. 

o  F()y.s  Canyon  Rd.  38  mi 

p  MT  35  Civsion  N&S  lH.8mi. 

q  US  2  K;ilispi-ll  NE  -(.Gmi. 

r   Big  Mountain  Rd  5.2  mi. 

s   MT83  0)nd<)nN&S  16.3  mi. 

t    .vrr  200  Clearwater  Jcl.  W  5.1  mi. 

u  MT  2(X)  Potomac  E  6.6  mi. 

V  I  90  Clinton  K&W  15.6  mi. 
w  I  90  BcamxHith-Ommmond   15.2  mi. 


Rixoastruction 

Wklt-n  S.  0\  eriay 

Recoastaiaion 

WkJen  &  C>  t-tlay 

Viitkn  &  ONcriay 

Refoastaiakin 

Ret'oasmjction 

Recoastnjction 

Cherlay/Surface 

Recoastniction 

Widen  ii  0\erlay 

Rtx'oastaiakm 

Recoastaiction 

OvcrhiN'  Surface 

Recoastaiclk)n 

Retoastnaclkm 

Rccoastnjction 

Reconstniction 

Widen  &  Overlay 

Recoastruction 

Cherlay/Surface 

Overlay  Surface 

Overiay  Surface 


$33  M 

$3.45  M 

S1.95M 
S1.3M 
$1.5  M 
$32  M 
$5.2  M 
$6.1  M 
$4.5  M 

$1.75  M 
$1.7  M 

$7.85  M 
$30  M 

$3.45  M 
$1.6  M 
S8.0  M 
$3.0  M 
$5.0  M 
$4.7  M 
$5.4  M 
$1.H  M 
$6.2  M 
$5.5  M 
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■■  Major  Projects  after  1995 

MT  5(1  Bull  Like  S  10.5  mi.  Widen  6i  Overlay 

MT  2(X )  Utihi )  Une E  10.4  mi.  Widen  &  Overlay 

US  2  Svvamp  Cneek  E  12.2  mi.  Recoasinaaion 

US  2  Pteismt  Valley  8.1  mi.  Recoastruction 

MT37Eua-kaW  1.9  mi.  Reconstruction 

US  93  Eureka  N  6.9  mi.  Recoastniction 

MT  200  Tliomp,son  River  E  6  mi.  Overlay  Surface 

MT  200  W  c-eksv  ille  W  6.7  mi.  Rcxoastiuction 

MT  2W  Para(.li.se  E  8. 1  mi.  Recoastai<.lk)n 

S  257  Superior  SE  4.7  mi.  Widen  &  Overiay 

I90Tarkk)E  10.4  mi.  Overlay  Surface 

1 90  Frc-nclitov\n  E&W  10  mi.  Overlay  Surface 

MT  200  DLxon  W  10.2  mi.  Recoastruction 

S  382  Perma  Can)^^!  N  7. 1  mi.  Widen  &  Overiay 

S  382  Oimas  Prairie  N  4.8  mi.  Widen  &  Overby 

MT  28  Lonepine  N&E  10  mi.  Recx>astruclion 

US93SulaN&S  8  mi.  Recoastaiaion 

US930>nner  N&.S  9  mi.  Rcvoastruction 

US  93  Hamilton-Victor  9.6  mi.  Recoastnitlion 

US93  ViaorFk)a'nce  15.2  mi.  Recoastaiakm 

S  269  Steveasv  ille  S  7.-  nii.  Widen  &  0\  eriay 

US  93  Floa-ncc--Lok)  8.6  mi.  Recoastaiction 

US  93  Evaio-Diny  Comer  8.7  mi.  Recoastrucnkm 

US  93  Oiny  Comer-Ravalli  12.3  mi.  Recoastruction 

US  93  Ravalli  N  8.2  mi.  Recoastai«k)n 

US93RonanS  12.3  mi.  Recxjastniclkm 

US 93  R()nan-P<>Ls<in  11.2  mi.  Rtx;oastaictk)n 

.MT  82  Somets  E  6.9  mi.  Recoastaiction 

US  93  SomeivKalispell  7.5  mi.  Recoastnictkm 

US  93  KalLspell  Main  St.  .4  mi.  Recoastruction 

US  93  K;ilis|x-11MT  40  IO.h  mi.  Rcvoastniction 

US  93  MT  lO-Wliitefish  1 .6  mi.  Rcxoastaiction 

US  93  WliitefLsh  W  4.9  mi.  Recoasimction 

US  2  Col.  Ht-s.-Hungry  Hoise  4.4  mi.  Recoastruction 

MT  1  Maxv  ille-Daimnxind  14.3  mi.  Rec-oastaiction 

1 90  l>vimmond  FxSiW  12.6  mi  Overlay  Surt'acx 


$4.95  M 
$3.2  M 

$7.25  M 
$4.5  M 
$1.2  M 
$5.3  M 
$2.1  M 
$6.7  M 
$4.9  M 

$1.25  M 

S5.05  M 
$3.0  M 
$6.0  M 
$2.5  M 
$1.5  M 
$4.0  M 
$7.0  M 
S5.8  M 

$10.0  M 

$15.0  M 
$2.3  M 
$7.0  M 
$5.1  M 

$11.2  M 
S4.2  M 
$5.5  M 
$9.6  M 
$5.6  M 
$14.45  M 
$2.0  M 
$9.7  M 
$2.7  M 
$-».4  M 
$6.9  M 
$7.2  M 
$4.2  M 


37  S  271  Drummond  N 

38  .vn'  83  Clearwater  Jet.  N 

39  I '»  Bonner  E 

40  MT  83  Missoula  Oi.  bne  N 


l.i  mi.  Rec(  lasttuction  S2.0  M 

14.7  mi.  Widen  &  Oeriay  $4  4  .M 

9.2  mi.  Overiay.'Surtace  $3.5  M 

17.4  mi.  Widen  &  Overiav  $5.2  .M 


Diirhig  the  1993-^995 
timeframe,  three  projects  costUig 

iDider  $1  millkni  each  are 
planned  hi  the  Missoula  Disthct 

with  a  total  cost  of$l  .4  M. 
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Butte  District  Projects 


DufiJig  the  1993-1995 
timeframe,  a  total  of 

12  projects  costing 
under  $1  million  each 

is  planned  in  the 
Butte  Distnct  with  a 
total  cost  of  $4.7  M. 


Major  Projects  after  1995 


a 

.\n'  il  Dillon  N 

b 

1  IS  Dillon- Apex 

c 

1  IS  Apux-Glc-n 

d 

MT  1  Anaconda  F. 

e 

1  y<)  IXx-r  UxJge  S 

f 

S  i-^2  Wc'SLsidc  Prison  Kd. 

K 

MTilSih'(.TStarN&S 

h 

S249VameyE 

i 

US  2S7  Ennis  N 

j 

US  287  Norris-Hanison 

k 

1  9(1  Tliiw;  Forks-Manluttan 

1 

\rr»i  UoZL-ntin-FiHjrQjmcts 

Ml 

Oak  St.  ISoziiTuin 

n 

19th  Ave.  Bozcnian 

c> 

1  W  N  lyUi  Wv.  Int.  Ilozaiun 

P 

S  2S9  Newbn  Civck  Rd. 

M 

1  9()  R<)ck>'  Cinyon 

r 

1  9()  rioztmm  Hill  1-&W 

s 

l90Livin(5*)nE&W 

t 

I 'S  «9  Clydf  Park  N 

>^ 

(L 

'VJ 

1 

MT43  Big  Hole  Btllld  W 

V  1  nil 

Overlay/Surface 

$1.2  M 

/ 

V==il 

2 

MT  43  Big  Hole  BUIld. -WLsdoni 

9.9  mi. 

Oveilayv  Surface 

Sl.2  M 

^^■^ 

^v         ^^ 

^-^ 

\ 

3 

.\IT43Wi.sdomNE 

16  mi. 

0\eriay'Surface 

$2.2  M 

■•^ 

"^N^ 

\ 

^ 

MT  43  Wise  River  W 

138  mi. 

Overiay/Surfacx- 

$1.7  M 

^W 

5 

NTI'  1  Georgetown  Lake 

3  mi. 

RecT)astruction 

S2.5M 

6 

Streets  in  AnaconcUi 

.6  mi. 

Recoastniction 

$2.0  M 

7 

I  15  MonictiLinia 

17.1  mi. 

Overlay,  Surface 

$4.9  M 

8 

Dillon  >JK 

1.8  mi. 

Rcxx>astruction 

S2.0M 

9 

Dillon  N  Monuina  St. 

.7  mi. 

Recoastruction 

$1.75  M 

10 

I  15  Glen-Melrase 

7.8  mi. 

0\'eria)v  Surface 

$2.35  M 

11 

Brown's  Gulch  Rd. 

35  mi. 

Recoastaiction 

$2.0  M 

12 

Mt.  Higliland  Butte 

1.8  mi. 

Recoastruction 

$1.2  M 

13 

MT  287  Virginia  City-Alder 

8.2  mi. 

Recoastaiction 

$7.0  M 

14 

MT  287  Alder-Sheridan 

10  mi. 

Rcx-oastruction 

$8.0  M 

ts  over  $1  M) 

15 

MT  287  Twin  Bridges-Sheridan 

8.7  mi. 

ReconstnicTion 

$7.8  M 

7.2  mi. 

KccoastRiaion 

$6.1  M 

n-  '93 

16 

MT  4l  Twin  Bridges  N 

7  mi. 

Rcx'oastruction 

$4.9  M 

10.7  mi. 

0\'crla>/ SiirtUcc 

S3.2  M 

FY '95 

17 

MT  55  Whitehall-Waterioo 

12.1  mi. 

Widen  iS  Overiay 

$5.0  M 

10.9  mi. 

Overlay/Surface 

$3.3  M 

FY '95 

18 

MT69B<>uklerS 

14.9  mj. 

Recoastaiction 

$11.9M 

11.3  mi. 

Overlay/Surface 

$1.5  M 

FY '93 

19 

I  IS  12  Helena  Euclid  Ave. 

2.6  mi. 

Overiay  Surface 

$1.7  M 

S.t  mi. 

Ocrlay.' Surface 

$1.5  M 

FY '94 

20 

S  2^9  Silver  Cit\'  W 

7.6  ini. 

Recoastmaion 

$2.6  M 

2  mi. 

Rc'con.struLTion 

$1.5  M 

FY '95 

21 

1  15  Lincoln  Road-Sielx'ii 

17.4  mi. 

Overlay  Surface 

$5.3  M 

7  mi. 

Reconstruction 

$6.0  M 

FY '95 

22 

US  287  Quake  Lake  line  .shU't 

.9  mi. 

Rcxxiastniction 

$1.0  M 

4.5  mi. 

Reconstruction 

$2.7  M 

FY '95 

23 

US  287  Oimeron  N&S 

11.2  mi. 

Recoastaiction 

$7.5  M 

6.3  mi. 

Widea  Overlay 

$2.75  M 

FY '93 

24 

1 90  Tha-e  Forks  W 

4.5  mi. 

Overlay/Surface 

$3.8  M 

10  mi. 

Rcxoastrviction 

$8.0  M 

FY '95 

25 

US  287  Towasend-Toston 

10.3  mi. 

Recoasmaction 

$5.15  M 

10.7  mi. 

Owrlay/ Surface 

$4.3  M 

F\'  '93 

26 

Towasend  Urixin 

1.4  mi. 

Rtxoasiruction 

$1.3  M 

5.3  mi. 

Recoastniction 

$5.3  M 

FY- '95 

27 

US12EofTowasend 

7.3  mi. 

Recoastruction 

$5.1  M 

.8  mi. 

Rcxoiistruclion 

S2.0  M 

F^-'94 

28 

MT84  Madsion  Ki\er  E 

9.9  mi. 

Recoastaiction 

$8.2  M 

.6  mi. 

Rcvoastniction 

S1.6M 

F^-  '94 

29 

F(xirO)mers\V 

7.1  mi. 

Rctoastmction 

$5.7  M 

2.7  mi. 

Rc-cxMisuuclion 

Sn.8M 

FY'g^ 

30 

I  90  Manluttan-Belgrade 

11.8  mi. 

Overlay  Surt'acv 

$4.7  M 

4.8  mi. 

Rc-coastruction 

$2.0  M 

FY'93 

31 

LIS  89  Livingston  S 

22.1  mi. 

Widc-n  &  0\  eriay 

S4.75M 

5.3  mi. 

Overlay/Surface 

$1.3  M 

n"95 

32 

US  89  MLS.sion  Im.  N 

6.4  mi. 

Recoastruction 

$4.6  M 

12.6  mi. 

Overlay/Surface 

$5.0  M 

FY'93 

33 

US  89  Ringling  N 

8.1  mi. 

Recoastruction 

$5.7  M 

9.5  mi. 

Oerlay 'Surface 

$3.8  M 

F\"95 

34 

IIS  89  Wliiie  Sulphur  Spn;.  S 

8.6  mi. 

Recoastruction 

$6.6  M 

9.4  mi. 

Overlay  Surface 

$1.6  M 

FT '95 

35 

I  iS  »)  Wliile  Sulphur  Sppi.  N 

9.7  mi. 

Overiay/Surt'ace 

$1.2  M 
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Great  Falls  District  Projects 


1993-95  (projects  over  $1  M) 


Diihiig  the  1993-^995  time  frame, 

a  total  of  11  projects  costing 

under  $1  million  each  is  planned 

in  the  Great  Falls  Distnct  with 

a  total  cost  of  $5. 6  M. 


a 

rS89St.  Mark -Cin.  line 

18.9  mi. 

0\crlav  Surtaie 

S2. 1  M 

Fvgs 

b 

S  ^(>l  BroftTiinj;  N 
rs  2  Bnmnini!  K&\X' 

17  mi. 
6.4  mi. 

Overiay  Surface 
Rcxxiasuuttion 

S1.2M 
S8.6  .\1 

FY- ■93 
FY  "94 

terl99B 

> 

c 

^H  tnajor  projects  ai 

d 

MT  2a)  Helnivillejct.  E 

2.4  mi. 

Widen  &•  0\cri;jy 

Sl.l  M 

Fi"93 

1 

US2EaslGUia  i:^\\ 

1  i.S  nil. 

0%  eriav  Surface 

S2.5  .\I 

d 

I'S  2  BrowTiing-Cut  Bank 

22.5  mi. 

Reconstniction 

SIO.O  M 

FY' -95 

2 

MT44ValierW 

14.3  mi. 

RecxMVitnjction 

S8.7  M 

f 

l'S89lXipiiyerN 

8.6  mi. 

Rtxx)n.smjction 

S3.4  M 

FY- -95 

3 

US  2  Cut  Bank  W 

7.8  mi. 

Rcx-oasinirtion 

S2.9  .\1 

g 

MT-HValierE 

13.6  mi. 

Recx)astnicli(Xi 

SI  11  M 

n"94 

4 

S  213  Cul  Rmk  N 

7.4  mi. 

Vi'iden  &  0\  eria\' 

S2.4  M 

h 

I  IS  Bnich'  >J&S 

11.6n\i. 

Cheriay  Surface 

S2.3  M 

FY' •93 

5 

.\n'  200  Y'auglin-Sun  Rher 

7.9  mi. 

Ri\x)astruction 

S62  .\I 

i 

1  ISHaahCrwkN 

8.3  mi. 

CKeilav  Surface 

S1.8S  M 

FY'  93 

6 

1  l=;Hard>Creek-Ulm 

22  mi. 

0\eriav  Surt'atv 

S^.8  M 

i 

LS (T  Black  Eagle  N&S 

.8  mi. 

0\er1;iv  Surfac-e 

SI  -  M 

FY"93 

7 

S  330 1'bii  S  (.soutli  .section) 

-.2  mi. 

Recoastaiction 

$3.5  M 

k 

SSSlGi-\-serN 

2.S  mi. 

Reconsmiction 

S1.5M 

FY"93 

8 

Nrr  30O  2tX)i  S.  S  to  \\'an.len  Bofe 

1.6  mi. 

Rcxxia-injction 

$6.5  M 

1 

S  228  Highwxxxl  NE 

7.2  mi. 

Reciinstnjction 

S2.9  M 

FY'V? 

9 

1  315  Great  FalLvl31=iInt 

.1  mi. 

Recoasuuction 

$4.5  M 

m 

L'S  87  Fort  B«i.-on  N&S 

23.2  mi. 

Oeriay  Surface 

S^.2  .\1 

FY  •94 

10 

S  343  GaUita  N&S 

10,4  mi. 

0\'eri;iv  Surfaix" 

$2.0  M 

n 

S  223  Marias  Rher  N 

6.7  mi. 

O^eriay/Surlace 

$1.0  M 

FY"95 

11 

US89RicwiileHill 

7  mi. 

Rea)astniclion 

$5.95  M 

o 

US  2  Uxhair  E 

12.9  mi. 

Widen  &  Cheriay 

S3.0  M 

FY''9S 

12 

I 'S  8^  Uwia  N 

9.8  mi. 

Rtxx)astniciion 

$12.2  .M 

P 

S338NofHariemN 

6.4  mi. 

Recoastaiction 

S33  .\l 

FY' '94 

13 

S  2)2  Ha%TC  N 

4  mi. 

Retx)astaiaion 

S1.8.M 

q 

S241  Haricm-Tumcr 

23.6  mi. 

Overiay/Surface 

$1.7  M 

FY''93 

14 

IS  2  l.t)hnwn  E&Vi' 

9.7  mi. 

Widen  &  C>eri;i\ 

$4.0  .\l 
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Glendive  District  Projects 


Wolf  Point 


Diiwig  the  1993-1995 
timeframe,  a  total  of  five 

projects  costing  under 
$1  million  each  is  planned 
in  the  Glendive  Disttict  with 

a  total  cost  of  $4. 1 M. 


Glendive 


/ 


ects  over  $1  M) 

^.2  mi.       Reconstiuction 

S4.1  M 

I 

^V 

^;-.                        Mile 

sCity 

e    ,'»■» 

-~-^--         ^ 

/ 

FY -93 

/ 

H 

^m  1993-95  (proj 

1 

a 

MT  39  LaiiK-  Deer  N 

R^^^ — 

b 

rS212A.shUin<J\V 

8.7  mi. 

Widen  &  0\  eriay 

S5.0  M 

FY '94 

S  \   \ 

"        1,2 

/ 

c 

S  +r  12  mi.  S  of  Rtisclxicl 

13.5  mi. 

Reeoasimaion 

S3.8S  M 

FY '95 

\  A 

/ 

d 

1  <M  Mi.  Cit\-  W 

9.1  mi. 

0\eria\'  Surface 

S1.8  M 

FY '93 

\  ^ 

e 

N  Ha\ncs  Asv.  Miles Cir>- 

1  mi. 

Reeoastruction 

Sl.OM 

FY -93 

^  \ 

I   " 

V 

1 

f 

Si<)2  2rfii.  NotRockSpp.. 

^.1  mi. 

Retx)a'JnKti<xi 

S1.8  M 

FY  ■95 

1  A 

\2\2\ 

k  ' 

^   1 

g 

MT2(«).l<«lanV; 

11.4  mi. 

RetDastnjaion 

S9.3  M 

FY -93 

Si^li-^ 

1  '" 

h 

S  lil  Malu  N 

7  mi 

Reeoastruciion 

S3.0  M 

FY -95 

1     ^ 

*-\   ' ■  -, 

i 

rs  2  Hiasdale  E 

9.9  mi. 

Widen  &  0\ct1ay 

S3.2  M 

F\"95 

7     «~~^\^ 

IV.9 

i 

LS  212  Hammond  NVP 

16.2  mi. 

Widen  &  Overlay 

S6.3  M 

FY -93 

J 

r*^^ 

k 

S3238mi.  Softi^alakaS 

13.4  mi. 

CAerlay/Surface 

$1.2  M 

FY '93 

1 

6' 

'^^^^.« 

1 
m 

I<XiCu.sicrO).  lineW 
I  <>i  Prairie-  Co.  line  E 

93  mi. 
6.4  mi. 

Overlay/Surface 
0\erlay  Surface 

S3.8  M 
S3-0  M 

FY -95 
FY -95 

1 

1                        ^<f 

1 

/                          ^^ 

:^ 

n 

1  9)  I>awson  Co.  line  E 

18.8  mi. 

0\erlay/Surface 

S8.0  M 

FY -95 

1 

o 

MT  2(X)S  Glencli\e  N\V 

9.3  mi. 

Overla>'  Surface 

Sl.l  M 

n"95 

P 

.\rn3VidaN&S 

8.3  mi. 

Recoastruction 

S7.2  M 

F\"94 

q 

S  2)8 Si()»XT  W 

18.5  mi. 

Overtiy/Surfacc 

$1.4  M 

FY '93 

r 

S  2>i  Riclic->-  SE 

6  mi. 

^X  iden  &  0\eriay 

$1.8  M 

F>"92 

9 

us  212  Btradus  E 

14.5  mi. 

Recoastnjction 

$8.9  M 

s 

S  21)1  U  iiiL  E  McOme  G)  line 

6.1  mi. 

Widt-n  i4  Ov  c-ilay 

$2.8  M 

Pi  <>i 

10 

MT  59  Olive  NcS.S 

14.2  mi. 

Recx>nstruition 

$9.3  M 

t 

MT  16  S  of  Cullx-n.son  S 

9.1  mi. 

RecoastrucTion 

$5.7  M 

R-'95 

11 

.MT  59  Coalwood  N&.S 

14.2  mi. 

Recoastnjction 

$9.3  M 

u 

S  327  8  mi.  SE  of  Itiinville 

7.4  mi. 

Retoasiaiction 

$3.2  M 

FY '95 

12 

MT59Vollx)rgN&S 

14.7  mi. 

Recoastruaion 

$9.5  M 

V 

MT5  I'lenlvAvixxl  Vi 

10.~  mi. 

VC iden  &  Overlay 

$4.2  M 

F»"95 

13 

S  332  12  mi.  SW  of  .MT  59  S\\ 

5  mi. 

Recoasuijction 

S2.5M 

w 

MT  KiSidne-\  \-\\ 

1  1  mi. 

Softer 

Rcxoasimclion 

1995 

$1.0  M 

R'95 

14 

15 

16 

17 

US  12  Miles  Cily  E 
MT200CirrleSW 
S201.K1.  MT13E 
.\rri 3  Violf  Points 

7  mi. 
USmi. 

6  mi. 
9.8  mi. 

Rcvoasiruclion 
Rec-oastnitlion 
Overlay  Surface 
Rec-oastaittion 

$6.1  M 
$8.4  M 
$1.2  M 

t*:*-  Major  Project 

$8.4  M 

I 

L'S21>«.lv,tii 

1 J 

nil         Kc-coastruction 

$-15  M 

18 

I  ;S212Alz;nbW 

10.8  mi. 

Widen  &  Overlay 

$2.-lM 

2 

S  242  7  mi.  N  ol  Malti  N 

7 

mi.        Widen  &  Ch  t-rlay 

S1.4M 

19 

US  12  I'levai-Ikiker 

12.6  ini. 

Recoasiruaion 

$10.1  M 

i 

Lis  2  Sato 

.6 

mi.        Recxiasiruaion 

S1.2M 

20 

S  .340  FaUon  Ja.  ot  F.\S  504 

6.7  mi. 

Overlav'  Surfacv 

$1.2  M 

4 

MT  200  Jordan  E 

8 

mi.        Reconslruciion 

$6.4  M 

21 

MT  16  NW  of  Sidney  N 

15.4  mi. 

Rea)asmjction 

$33  M 

5 

US212Lann.-lXtTE 

11.9 

mi.        Recoasiaiaion 

S13.0M 

22 

S51Sl>lentywoodS 

5  mi. 

Rc-a)astniction 

$2.5  M 

6 

S  48H1  Oner  .\&-S 

7.8 

mi.        Retoastaitlion 

$2.6  M 

23 

MT5FlaxvilleESW 

6.4  mi. 

Recoastmction 

$4.6  M 

7 

US  212  Camps  1'as.sE 

7 

mi.        Retoasiruclion 

$3.0  M 

24 

.\rr  5  Redstone  E^:W 

16.3  mi. 

Retoastaitlion 

$10.8  M 

8 

l'S212EpsieE&W 

10.9 

mi.        Widc-n  &  0\ 

eriay 

$33  M 

25 

.MT  16  I'lentNAMxxl  N 

15.6  mi. 

Retx>asinitiion 

$7.7  M 
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Billings  District  Projects 


M^nra  Major  Projects  after  1995 


1993-95  (projects  over  $1  M) 


1 

US  191 S  mi.  N  d  Big  TuiiIm-  N 

8.4  mi 

Rcconstmction 

$3.5  M 

a 

S  2^*^  Big  TimlxT  S 

1  mi. 

Vi  idc-n  &  ONi-rtay 

S2.2  M 

FYW 

2 

MT  200  GcN-scr-Stantbrcl 

12.5  mi. 

O  ertav  Surfate 

S4.0M 

b 

US191BigrimlxTN 

~.3  mi. 

Rtvcxi'^njction 

S4  1M 

Pi- 95 

3 

MT  Tt  AJ»im)kee  .VtS 

10.3  mi. 

Rtx-oa'iruaion 

S6.8M 

c 

MT  200  Slanfoal  E&VC 

12.8  mi. 

Rtvoastnjction 

$12.3  M 

F^■•93 

4 

S  29"  Caivles  Creek  N 

S.4  mi. 

Rotx>a-«njction 

$H  M 

d 

US  191  Eddies  OmntTS 

10.4  mi. 

Reix>astnKtion 

S8.0  M 

Pi''95 

5 

MT-'2BclfnN 

10.9  mi. 

Refoasuuaitm 

S99M 

e 

US212Be-an<x)thHassN 

15  mi. 

Chc-riav  Surface 

$6.6  M 

Pl'94 

6 

rS310Vi;am?nNilS 

19.2  mi. 

Widen  &  Oeilav 

S5.6M 

f 

\n"^0)lumlxisS 

8.8  mi. 

Reci>n.stiucTion 

$5.85  M 

F>"95 

7 

1  90  2-lh  St -Uxkw.ood 

4.3  mi. 

Oertiv  Surface 

S1.3M 

g 

US  310  Vlft>«iR\TSEi/ Laurel  1  mi. 

Recx>astruclion 

$T5M 

n  9^ 

8 

1  90  Billinpr-Mossmain  Scale 

2  mi. 

Reeoasnuoion 

Sl.OM 

h 

MT  3  BroadNiew  S 

6.3  mi. 

Retoa«uction 

$385  M 

n  9» 

9 

Buffalo  TiaURoud 

"'.9  mi. 

Reconstruction 

$35  M 

i 

iMT  3  Aaon  WX 

11.5  mi. 

Widen  &  Outlay 

$7.2  M 

F^-95 

10 

i:S  >r  12  mi.  N  of  Roundup  N 

8.^  mi. 

Recoastmction 

S4.7M 

J 

MT  3  Broadview  N 

6.3  mi. 

Rccoa>*iuc-tion 

$6.5  M 

FY  93 

11 

US  12  Roundup  E 

12.2  mi. 

RetX)astn.iction 

S7.9M 

k 

Big  Qjulee  Rd. 

3  mi. 

Recfxvsuuclion 

$1JM 

R  94 

12 

US12MiLs.seUhellBS\X- 

14.3  mi. 

Recoa<iruction 

S9.3  M 

1 

US12R>c-galeW 

5.6  mi. 

Ovrlay  Surface 

$2.0  M 

F^"9» 

13 

8  mi.  S  ol  Haalin  S 

7mi. 

RecorewjcTion 

S3.0M 

m 

S  -idb  Big  Spring  \ 

2.2  mi. 

0\ vrlav  Surface 

$10M 

Fk-91 

14 

1 9^  H\-ih;im  HULs 

16  mi. 

Oeriav  Surface 

S1.9M 

n 

Virginia-Wisconsin  Billings 

.5  mi. 

RcviHVWxticxi 

$1.3  M 

^•■95 

15 

I90DunmoreS 

6  mi. 

Overlay/Surface 

S1.^5  .\1 

o 

State  .A\e.  Billings 

1.5  mi. 

Rei-onstnKlion 

$4.3  M 

F^"91 

P 

US  «-  'iltt^ine.  Ca.  line  N&S 

6.2  mi 

RetxMistiuction 

S5.0  M 

F^-93 

•v^ 

q 

US 8^  Roundups 

1.8  mi. 

Retoreinjction 

S2  5  M 

F>95 

^     ^ 

■-J   ^ 

A 

r 

I  S12RcxindupW 

1.1  mi. 

Recoastruction 

S1.3M 

Pl'O^ 

Diimig  the  1993-1995 

timeframe,  a  total  of  13  pfvjects 

costing  under  Si  million  each  is 

pknuied  in  the  Billiiigs  Disttict 

with  a  total  cost  of  $7.1  M. 
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